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Kents Hill School History Department

The Cold War
The Course – Origins
This Cold War study unit is the consequence of a one week conference held at the Truman Presidential Library July 2006 at which the following presentations were attended:

· Cold War Overview – Vojtech Mastny, Woodrow Wilson International Center.

· Red Scare & McCarthyism – Ellen W. Schrecker, Yeshiva University.

· Cold War in Asia – Mike Devine, Truman Museum and Library.

· Cold War and Civil Rights – Carol Anderson, University of Missouri.

· Decolonization on the World Stage: Anglo-American Handling of Colonial Questions at the United Nations, 1945-1963 – Anne Heiss, Kent State University.

· The Transformation of Power – General Brent Scowcroft.

· Cold War from a Soviet Perspective – Vojtech Mastny, Woodrow Wilson International Center.

· Eastern Europe from Stalin to Havel – Vladimir Tismaneanu, University of Maryland.

· Détente, International Order, and Human Rights in the 1970s – Jeremi Suri, University of Wisconsin.

· Cold War Intelligence: Then and Now – Jim Olson, Texas A&M

The Course – Purpose
This course is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to evaluate critically the period of the Cold War 1945-1989. Students will learn to assess historical materials (relevance, reliability, importance) and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in order to arrive at informed conclusions relating to the cause, nature and consequences of the Cold War. 
Historical Key Elements

	Key Element
	Students will be taught

	1. Chronology 
	A. To place the events, people and changes in the periods studied within a chronological framework; 

	
	B. To use dates, terms and conventions that describe historical periods and the passing of time, e.g. Minoan. 

	2. Range and depth of historical knowledge and understanding 
	A. To analyze the characteristic features of particular periods and societies, including the range of ideas, beliefs and attitudes of people, and the experiences of men and women; and to analyze the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the societies studied; 

	
	B. To describe, analyze and explain reasons for and results of the historical events, situations and changes in the periods studied; 

	
	C. To develop overviews of the main events and changes, both within and across periods, by making links between the content in different study units and between U.S. and world history; 

	
	D. To assess the significance of the main events, people and changes studied. 

	3. Interpretations of history 
	A. How and why some historical events, people, situations and changes have been interpreted differently; 

	
	B. To analyze and evaluate interpretations. 

	4.Historical enquiry 
	A. To investigate independently aspects of the periods studied, using a range of sources of information, including documents and printed sources, artifacts, pictures, photographs and films, music and oral accounts, buildings and sites; 

	
	B. To ask and answer significant questions, to evaluate sources in their historical context, identify sources for an investigation, collect and record information relevant to a topic and reach conclusions. 

	5. Organization and 
communication 
	A. To recall, select and organize historical information, including dates and terms; 

	
	B. To organize their knowledge and understanding of history through the accurate selection and deployment of terms necessary to describe and explain the periods and topics studied, including government, parliament, Church, state, empire, monarchy, republic, treaty, revolution, reform, class, nobility, peasantry, law, trade, industrialization, communism, fascism, democracy, dictatorship; 

	
	C. To communicate their knowledge and understanding of history, using a range of techniques, including extended narratives and descriptions, and substantiated explanations. 


Cold War Detailed Syllabus

	Week
	Topic
	Reading
	Homework
	Handout / Notes

	1
	· Discussion: “What is the Cold War”
	· Preface
· Prologue

· Ch1: The Return to Fear
	1a. Document – Harry Truman Justifies the Bombing (1945), p. 393
1b. Essay – What Caused the Cold War?
	· Cold War Timeline

	
	· Lecture – The Origins of the Cold War
	
	
	

	
	· Lecture – The Origins of the Cold War
	
	
	

	
	· DVD – PBS Truman (Decision to Drop the Bomb)
	
	
	

	

	2
	· Ch 1 Confirmation – Discussion 
	· Ch2: Deathboats and Lifeboats
	2a. Document – George Kennan Proposes Containment (1946), p. 409
	· Varying Viewpoints: Walter Le Faber verse J.L. Gaddis 
· The Kennan Telegram

	
	· PowerPoint – Harry S. Truman
	
	
	

	
	· DVD – PBS Truman (Truman Doctrine & Marshall Plan)
	
	
	

	
	· Discussion – Varying Viewpoint
	
	
	

	

	3
	· Ch 2 Confirmation – Discussion 
	· Ch3: Command Versus Spontaneity
	3a Essay Writing
	· The Red Scare and McCarthyism

	
	· Video – The Berlin Airlift
	
	
	· Movie Night: Dr. Strangelove

	
	· Essay 1b Planning
	
	
	

	
	· Discussion – The Red Scare and McCarthyism
	
	
	

	

	4
	· Ch 3 Confirmation – Discussion 
	· Ch4: The Emergence of Autonomy
	4a. Essay – Assess the success of the U.S. policy of containment in Asia between 1945 and 1975.
4b. Map: Decolonization in Asia and Africa
	· Decolonization on the World Stage: Anglo-American Handling of Colonial Issues at the UN 1945-63

	
	· Document Interpretation Exercise – The Spy’s Dilemma 
	
	
	

	
	· The Korean War
	
	
	· Movie Night: 13 Days

	
	· Discussion – Decolonization on the World Stage: Anglo-American Handling of Colonial Issues at the UN 1945-63
	
	
	

	

	5
	· Ch 4 Confirmation – Discussion 
	· Ch5: The Recovery of Equity
	5a. Cold War Cartoon Analysis
	· The Cold War and Civil Rights

	
	· The Vietnam War
	
	
	

	
	· The Vietnam War
	
	
	

	
	· Discussion – The Cold War and Civil Rights
	
	
	

	

	6
	· Ch 5 Confirmation – Discussion
	· Ch6: Actors
	6a. Essay Writing
	· Détente, International Order, and Human Rights in the 1970s

	
	· DVD – CNN – The Cold War
	
	
	

	
	· Essay 4a Planning
	
	
	

	
	· Discussion – Détente, international Order, and Human Rights in the 1970s
	
	
	

	

	7
	· Ch 6 Confirmation – Discussion
	· Ch7: The Triumph of Hope
	7a. Essay – Account for the Collapse of Communism in Europe 
	

	
	· Cold War Intelligence
	
	
	

	
	· Student Essay Research
	
	
	

	
	· DVD – CNN – The Cold War
	
	
	

	

	8
	· Ch 7 Confirmation – Discussion
	· Epilogue: The View Back
	8a. Document Analysis: Four Views on the End of the Cold War (1994), p. 576
	

	
	· Lecture – The End of the Cold War
	
	
	

	
	· Lecture – The End of the Cold War
	
	
	

	
	· DVD – The End of the Cold War in Europe
	
	
	

	

	9
	· Epilogue Confirmation – Discussion
	
	9a Essay Writing
	

	
	· Essay 7b Planning
	
	
	

	
	· Examination – DBQ – The Cold War 1948-61
	
	
	

	
	· Student Feedback
	
	
	

	

	10
	Spare
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	


Weekly Routine

1. 
Read and take notes from the designated chapter of The Cold War: A New History. Your notes, supplemented by classroom lectures, homework assignments, multi-media and document exercises, will provide the informational basis necessary to successfully answer the specified essay questions. 
2. 
Hand in the weekly homework assignment each Thursday and essays on the Monday immediately following the essay planning lesson as per the syllabi.

Required Reading
1. 
John Lewis Gaddis, The Cold War: A New History (The Penguin Press: New York, 2005)
2. 
D.M. Kennedy, T.A. Bailey, The American Spirit 10th Ed. Volume II: From 1877 (Houghton Mifflin, 2002)
Supplemental Reading
As always, students are encouraged to read as widely as possible around the subject area.
1. 
R. Ovendale, Britain, the United States and the Cold War in Europe
2.  
M. Hastings, The Korean War
3. 
J.F. Kennedy, 13 Days 

4.  
A.J. Languth, Our Vietnam
5.  
V. Tismaneanu, Reinventing Politics: Eastern Europe from Stalin to Havel
6. 
J. Olson, Fair Play: The Moral Dilemmas of Spying
7.  
C. Anderson, For the President’s Eyes: Secret Intelligence and the American Presidency from Washington to Bush
8. 
J. Issacs and T. Downing, Cold War: An Illustrated History 1945-1991
9. 
A. Beichman, CNN’s Cold War Documentary: Issues and Controversy
Web-Sites
1. http://www.un.org/  (The United Nations)
2. http://www.isn.ethz.ch/php/ (Parallel History Project on NATO and the Warsaw Pact)

3. http://www.wilsoncenter.org/ (Cold War International History Project)

