Diary entries, June 1, 1945. Subject File, Ayers Papers.
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AapiT:l Leahy wrote (Pepe 383% that the Joint Chiafa

or 5taff in mestingo om Juna L&, 15 apd 29, with tho additlon of a
lonz Whits House confefemge With tho Presldont on Jume 1B, adopted
tha basic pland that becama, wWith soms modifleations, the militaly
feport of the Fotadam ConreaPenge. He said 1t was agPaod to ceok
tha sarllsst dats the uncopditliopal gufPapnde™ of ‘ths Japanssa and
gunﬂ.‘mﬁ the Pfosident's appTowval, it was declidad on Juns 14 that
nvaging and poizing objoatives in the Japansase homa Llalands would
bo tio main offokt. .

He wrote that the Joint Chiefe also agPaod to
oncourage Mumslan sntTy into the war "in aceofdance with the
aontingaal eondltions asceptad by Moosevelt at Yalta. He wrota
that Stalin had told HarTy Hopklng he expactsd the Husslan folcos
to ba in pogition to attack by August B. =

Laahy wPota Eagg 384} that ths White House con-
fafonce wan hold pflmafily issuse tha nassssity and pfastisabllity
of invaging ths Japanaps hoss 1slands. He said  Mafohall and Kilng
both ptfongly advodatad +tha invasilon of Kyuahu st the aaflisst
poaalble date . Cothy h3ajd boen oppossd to Ainvaalon of the Jap moinland.
Marahall hald that sueh an attempt on hu would coat in casualtiss
not mofe than BOUHEYN 63,000 of the 100, cqabatant tToppa  eatimnted
43 pogessaly fof the invaslon.

Loahy pAys the Pfosident appfovad the Eyuahu opafatyop
but withhsld for late®™ conoldaTatlion a genefal invasion of Japan, x

Juna 2oth meating of the Joint Chisfs set MovembeT 1
a8 tha invasion date for Hyushu and the JO3 insisted on otating . °
that this opaTatlon wis o got into position fof the declisive invasilon
of industrial Japan the~ough tha Tokye plain. :
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Juns TOOREY 1, 1945. Tha Intaris Coccittes recommepded that
the bosb sliculd be used againat Japan, without apacific wipnlng,
ap soon a3 posslible, and mgainst dush & target 40 Would mpakw dlsap
its dovaptatling atrenpib.(dtimson oays this in his book, Pags 617).
[Byrneg In hilp book, "Speaking Frankly”, Pags 251, glves the dats
of this pregommondation ap July 1, which apparsmtly Wax 18 dncorpsct,
He says that with the exceptlon of Bawrd, the aocnalttes maaomandad
that 1% bo wvaed without warnine and ba saya this last guastlon had
bean aarafully oconaldorad) .
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JUHE 10, 1945,

The Joint Chisfa of Starf held & Apoalal masting
to heap detulils of the pending Paeifie opaFation to defent tha
Japsnase, piepifad byxths planning otaff. Thewe plans eontssnlated
invauion of the Japunsus weinland. Loahy wepta that, none thon kmaw
the potentislitles of the atomle bomb but it was hin opinion and he
urged it atrongly on the Joint Chiefs that no major ilnvaclon of the
Japanage wainland wAs necsssdry  to win the war. He wrotas
ks J03 A1) oedar the pemsscmbiiss prepapaition of plana fop an
invasion but the invssion itealf wan pavew authowizedy®  (page 245).



July 7, 1945.

Trugan and parfty leave Mawpoft Newa at T &.m. on ths
AUGISTA (the sdms ship on which FDH met Chufohill off Hewfoundland
in Apgust, 1941, whean the Atlantlc Chartef'was announced.

July 15, 1945,

L1

Trunan affived at Antwalp, Balgium at 10:00 a.m.
MatmbboXamop U 3 . Anbgssador C.E.5awyer & Mrs. Sanyer,

Admiral lfarold Stark, Ligut. Gen. Lasa and
Ganeral Elsenhowar bojrdad the ship to greet the President.
are Afesa afedra

1l s.m., laft t.hla ehip and drove to airfisld near Brussels
and thare took off in 4resident's plane at 12:55 p.m.
and flew to Gatow alpfield naap Potadoo.

Graated by Army guard of honor. Then drova ten mllesa to
hounes proparsd &t Greabnltz Lake.

July 16, 1945.

Stalin delayed and opening sesoion of eonferenge put over
a day. 3

Trurdn, Lsahy and Byrnes toured Berlln, elghtseslns.

AT(M BOUE succesafully tested at Alamapordo, Hew laxlgo

and rosult of test sent to Stimson at Fotadam. :
(614 Stimaon tall HST that night?

Shurchill maets Truman for Iil‘ii‘! tima .

8t8lin &rrived at Potsdam; conference opened.
Group of gclentista (677) petitioned Truman not to use -
atom bomb against Japan without advances warning. [LOOK)
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July 16=-26,1945 =

Soma time durimg this period - probably on the 16th
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July 24, 1945..

Potsdam: At the plenary assslon on July 24,
Trunan walked over to 5talin and (in the woeds of Laahy) "told him
quiatly that w2 had devalopsd a powerful woapon morsa potent than R
anythins yet sesn in war, The Presldent s52id latar that Stalin's
raply indlcatad no spacial interoot and thiat the Genarzllagimo
d1d not asem to have any conceptlion of what Truman was -talking
about. "It waa aimply anothar weapon and he hopad we would uss it
effactively."

Jama2a Byrnsa, 1in his book saya that at ths cleose of ths
Bir Thres meeting. on July 24thn Truman walksd around the blpg clroular
taﬁla to talk to S3talin and after a brisf conversatlion he e jolnad
Byrnaa and roda back to the house whaha they stayed. He says HsT
221d ha h2d told Stalin that after long exoorimentatlion wa had
davalopad a4 naw bowb far mores destructive than any othap known boab
and that we intanded to uze it very soon unlesd Japan surcandaraed.
3talin's only reply, he said, was that he was glad to hsar of ths
bomb and hs hopad we would use 1lt. Byrnes says ha was surpriced at

Stalin's lack of interest and c¢oncludad he hag not graspad its
ilmportanca, x

Tha President told me, in a tglk August 6, 1951, that
ha told Stalin during the Potsdam conferance that the U.5 . had
parfactad a4 powarful new wohpon. He sald he did HUT tell Btalin
that it was an Atomle bomb Or weapon. Ha said S5talin did not saam
partioularly imprecsed but he gmiled and said that wap fine,
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Auguat 2, 19451 Thy FPresldent and his party laft Pnt..mam,

and flew to Haprowbser, near Plymouth. Byrnes {law
in 4 saparata plans from thea Proaident.

Tha President firat want aboard the crulaap
Augusta, which was to take him home and then went with
othara to the battleship REHUH whara ho wad graatedn
by Xing Goeopge VI who was hoat at lunchaon..

Thess present included Admiral Leahy, decretary Byrnas,
Vi count Hallfax, Lokd Lascelles, Admiral Laatham and
ﬂapt. Campball. Lsahy talked wlth tha EKing about the
atom bomb (Leahy's book, Page 430). Leahy did not think
it would be as sffective a3 axpsctad - "it sounds lika
a profagsop's draam to pa,

Byrnas wrote latar (in hia book,) that the King had
learpned from Churchill about the bomb test and wis eagapr
to know all about it. He 88ld most of the lunchaon
convarsat,on was devoeted to ths bomb. He 8ald tha only
skeptical opd was Leahy and that the illng Jokad wilth
him about his skepticism.

The Prasident and his party returnad to the AUGUSTA
and the King then came aboard for & belaf farewsll.

August 5 - Word was received aboard thi-ship, than on ths Atlantie

of ths death of Senator Hleam Johnaon.

Auguat 6. News of the Hlpoahlma bombing was recelved aboarcd ths-

ship. Byrnaa and Leahy wrote of this. Leahy
added (Pags 432) that "only the Britlsh, ths Dominlon
of, Canada and ouraslvas gad any information pagarding
da tail; of the manufacture of this atomioc wedpon.

August T = The Presaldent landed at Hawpoet Hews and raturnsd by

* Augugt 9 = Hngaaaﬁi bombad; sscond atsn bomb. il
August 10 = Japan suad for Dadce .

-train to Washington, arrlving at 10:30 p.m.

(3ee EAA dlary).

HKiochisaburo Homura, formar Jap amban*aﬂup to Ul wnrnaﬂ
Japanssa not to expact any oyupromlse of the allles
gpurrandar termx. Ha uhn:-ﬂc.tarl.am tha Potadam ultimatum
a8 haight.of impartinance. Bokyoe radio broadcast,

August 8 - Mogeow anncunced Soviet entry into war with Japan,

Fils

Emytp raport pn atomic bomb raleased.



