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ﬂ Karsas City's Regional Plan
Agsociation and Jackson County's

Hoad System.

In January 1923 I became & member of the Jackson
County Court as associate Judge from the Zastern
District, which consists of that part of the
County ﬂutaida the city limits of Kansas City.

We found the County's finances muddled, its roads
in a deplorable condition, and its gﬂvﬂrnueﬂt
unworkable, The finances we endeavored to straight
en ont, and ite road system we are working out

to & aatlafautary conclusion. The eiviec bodies
interested in the necessary govermment reform

are working on that, too, Last Oectober I told

this organization mg jdeas on County Government.

In 1924 I was defeated for reelection, and the
succeeding Court spent its two years in doing
what Judge Meflroy and myself had done the
previous two years -- finding out what it was

all about, In 1926 they were defeated for re=-
election and I was elected Presiding Judge, Major
Robert W, Barr was elected Judgze from the La=tern
District, and Howard J. Vrooman was elected Judge
from the Western District. DBoth these gentlemen
were very much interested in the public welfare,
and after several meetings previous to our taking
office January lst, 1927, we outlined & program
for a road system for Jackson County which was
the greatest problem then confronting us, Ve
agreed that the public welfare demanded that &
gystem of roads be outlined that would be for the
use of traffic and the public, and not for any
real estate venture or for the improvement of

any special privilege roads,

It wee decided that I should see the political
powers of both parties, and see what the reaction
would be to a bond issue along proper lines.

I called on the Democratic leaders, lMr. Pendergast,
Mr, Shannon, and Mr. Alyward who were enthusiasti-
ecally for it but doubted our ability to put it ove
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I ther called on Mr, Beach who was Mayor of Kansas
City, and on Conrad Msmn, Mr, Holland, Mr, Herman
Langworthy, Mr, Louis Oppenstein and other Republi
leaders who said they were for the proposition but
doubted our ability to put it over., I suggested

to all these people that we appoint a bi-partisan
commisgion of engineers to outline a plan and if
the law could be construed to allow it, that these
men be made comsulting engineers to carry out the
jobe This plan was agreedble to every one, 80 we
asked Col, E., M, 3tayton who had been & County
Highway Engineer and who was netionally known and .
a Democrat, and H, E. Veateh, Jr. also a nationally
known engineer of the highest stamding and a '
Republican, to make the preliminary report. These
two gentlemen acting for Kansas City had just
sucgesafully built a very large sewer sysfem to

the satisfection of all concerned, both the publiec
and the politicans on both sides, They were appo
ed by the Court in February, 1927aand spent three
or four months making a survey and report along
with an estimate, which was presented to the Court
May 14, 1927, Copies were given to all the newspap:
ers in the county as well as to all civie orguniza=-
tions, and a complete study was made by the Court
and the County Highway EZngineer.

In 1923 Judge MeElroy and I had asked Col., Staytonm
and L, R. Ash to make some recommendations to the
Court on roads, which they did, and which we carri=
ed out, In 19256 Mr., Koehler, the Highway Engineer
for the County suggested, in his annual report,
that the Court then made up of Judge Dan Stewart,
Judge Henry Rummell and Judge E. W, Hayes, Prepidinj
Judge, appoint a bi-partisan board of engineers to
make a complete survey. I got a copy of this re-
port and asked Mr, Koehler if he still felt as he
did when he made it, and he aaid he did. He has
co-operated with us fully in carrying out the plan,

After all these preliminaries in regard to roads,

it was decided by the city to offer a large bond
issue for a numver of needed city improvements,

and the county was urged to go in with the city

and ask for a court house. and jail and county Pospii
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hospital for the indigent aged, as well as for
the rosd bonds. On May 8, 1928 avoul & year
after the road report was made by Stayton and
Veatech, the bond issues were voted on. The road
bond and county hospital projects were carried,
but the Court Houses and Jail were defesated.

The City's program was also defeated except for
gome Swope Fark bonds and some hospital bonds.

As soon a8 the bonds were carried, the Court pro-
ceeded to carry out the progeam as outlined and
to date all contracte have been let and by the
end of the year will be completed, We engsged

. Stayton and Veatch after much legal skirmishing
around and they have successfully seen to the
construction, The Hospital is nearly completed
and will be built under the estimte without a
single extra to increase the cost. Some people
are saying that this is & remarkable record and
ought to be brugged about and made a campalign
jgssue, Gentlemen, it is my opinion that it ought
to be a customary record for publie officials to
do their job well, and that if a public official
hasn't,a future constructive program %o run on,
his past record( unless it's bad) should not be

congidered,

I have brought you a map showing the County =ystenm
and its relstion to Karsas City anmd the adjoining
counties, While we were doing all these things

I have been telling you about, we found that Kan-
g.s City is the center of a faet growing metropol-
itan area in two states, and the people in this

" area have common interests that can be served by
the eo-operation of the governing body of six
counties, We began studying Regional Planning

and we found that every large city in the Country
is having the szme problems as we are,

In December, 1928 the County Court of Jackson County
asked the County Cowrts of Clay and Platte Counties
and the County Commissioners of Johnson, Wyandotte
and Lewwenworth Counties, together with the Mayors
and Presidents of Civie Bodies in the towns of all
these counties to meet with us at the Hotel Balti-
more and discuss the ides of a Hegional Planning
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Aessoc iation,

We asked Mr, Kingery, the Manager and Secretary
of the Chicago Hegional Planning Assoclation

to come down and tell use how'the Chicago Plan
worked and how it was organized. As a result of
that meeting, we have a Greater Kansas City
Regional Plan Association, the details of which
organizgtion are explained in the little pamphlets
that are vefore you,

Gentlemen, you represent all the civic interests
of Kansas City. You know by the last census that
the greatest growth of this region has been in
its suburban areas., The growth of these areas
ought to be controlled for their own welfare ard
benefit, as well as for Kansas City's,

Regional Planning tries to foresee what the future
growth will require. Its interests are in high-
ways, traffic-ways, transportation generally --
air, water, rail, motor; it is also interested

in sanitation and in recreation parks, lakes and
pleasure drives, With your permission, I am going
En r?ad you & few of the things Regional Plamning

Og8

"12=-12-29 PLANNING=VALUE OF
Regional planning safeguards the growth of the
community, and assures the effective investment of
ites funds, It endeavors to foresee the greatness
of the community that will be several decades hence,
It aims to provide for the orderly economic develop-
ment of effective and convenient means of transpor--
tation and communication, without the sacfifice
of any of the County's natural assets as a good
place in which to live and work, The welfare of
those who make up the population of this region is
after all the primary objective of all planning,
and it is to the ordinary citizen and home-owner
that the execution of any plan must be entrusted.
The Commission desires therefore to urge upon
everyone concerned in the development of the San
Gabriel Valley the necessity of accepting and pro-
tecting this as his own individusl plan, and of
working steadfastly for its accomplishment, --
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Regajon Plan of Highways, Section 2-5, Los
ingeles County Regional Planning Commission, 1928

1 E'E-E‘D HIGE-E':'LTS
The Major Street System must be planned, not alone
to relieve traffic congestion in the city itself,
but to furnish highways leading into and out of
the city and forming connections with the county
and state highway system in sufficient number and
of adequate widths and design to care for the ever-
inereasing traffic brought about by growth of
populcation, commereial activity and industrial
progress, The regional plan of highways, &8
planned for Los Angeles County by the Regional
Plenning Commision has been followed in S0 far
as major and secondary highways leading to or
passing through Long Beach are concerned, and
the local traffic streete either extended into
or connected with these regional highways.
-- Major Street Plan & Report, Long
Beach City Phamning Commission,
11-30-28

" 6=13-29 COOPLRAT ICH

Not a single community in this great metropoliban
district can live as that community slone. BEach
thrives on the prosperity of the whole region,

We now see, if we open our eyes to see it, that
the great arterial highways we are building and
are yet to build - tunnels, bridges, railroads,
parkways - the great transportation facilities

we use, rail, motor bus, motor truck, watercraft
and airplane, are every one of the part and parcel
of the machinery for our loecal service, making it
poseible the more easily to live and do business
within this great region, Self-interest, then,
makes it igperative that we look beyond the con-
fines of our home town or city, look beyond the
gconfines even of our own stiatg and, in so doing,

open our eyes to the interest of our neighbors.
-- George Mcineny, President,
Regional Plan Association, in
lew York Herald Tribune, §-28-29
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" 5-2-29 KANSAS CITY
By 1960, with normal growth, Kansas City will have
a population of a miilion, There is no magic in
the million figure, It is merely a convenient poin
toward which to plan, With new conditions and
the inerease in population, what must the ecity
provide? Public buildings will be inadequate.
The plan must provide not only for a city hall
and a court house, but for other buildings,
Hogpitals will be required, and new elementary
and high schools, special schools, colleges,
schools of fine arts, a university must be in
the plan, The planning for the future is not
the work of a day, It requires long study of all
factors, The City Plan Commission, The Ten=-Year
Program Commission, the Regional Planning Associa-
tion, eivie organizations all can take part and
have something to offer. If the work is done
throughly and competently, Kansas City will be a
finer, better, more enjoyable place in which to
live. Finaneially, such plamning will, of course,
save large amounts which are always wasted when
developmenta is haphazard and unplanned,
Publie Service Institute of Kansas
City, Mo., quoted in "The Public Dollaf
published by the Finance Dept., United
States Chamber of Commerce, April, 1929

"4-11-29 AVIATION

The aptomobile has created the suburbs, The air-
plane will create the countryside, People who
used to live in the city now live ten miles out

in the suburbs, People who now live in the suburbs
will live fifty miles out in the countryside., It
isn't the miles we count, but the minutes., The
present generation has seen the growth of suburban
stores, highways, theaters, schools and churches,
In this upbuilding of the suburbs, the automobile
has been the prime mover, Just as great developm
ments will be witnessed by the coming generation,
when the airplance builds up the countryside., The
resort and recreation industries will gain fresh
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impetus, Hundreds of attractive regions will be=
come assessible., We have already passed the poink
where it is enough to have city planning., The
problems ef and necessities introduced by aircraft
will bring the need e# for state planning. Great
areas must be zoned instezd of mere city blocks,

We must adopt units of square miles. Aircraft

will ineresse rather than reduce roadbuildings.
Similarly, it will eventually be seen that the airs
plane has increased rather then decreased the utili’
of automobiles,

--Roger W. Babson, in the
Forum, Marech, 1929

8=8=39 DA RIGS

The acquisition of land for parks does not
necessarily mean that large sums should be spent
on their development and much money that is being
devoted to artificial improvement of park areas
and construetion of travel through them would be
better spent in buying land, Natural beauty may
be destroyed by extravagant schemes to substitute

artifieial for natural beauty.
The American City, July, 1939

A=d=39 PARES-VALUE OF

In several of the town parks of Zurope, formed frou
one to three hunired years ago, no material modific:
tion of general design, or enlargement of scope, hal
from the beginning of them, been mede. The popu-
lation using them has increased several fold; it
has chanzed its forms of government, its forms of
gociety, in some cases its forms of religion; it
has changed its forms of building; it has widened
and lengthened, and sewered, and paved, and light-
ed most of its streets; it has demolished its

most so0lid constructions. in walls and foriresses.
in nothing else has so little change of general
design occurred as in its parks; in nothing else
g0 little has been done, beyond the unnoticeable
removal and repsir of the results of decay, amd
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wear and tear, WHILE MOST CTHER COSTLY CONSTRUCa
TIONS HAVE BEEN LOSILG IN FITNESS AND VALUZ FOR
PRESENT USEZ THE PARKS ARE RECOGNIZED BY ALL TO
HAVE BEEN, ON THE WHOLE, GAINING, IN NOTHILG
£LSE, THEN, THAT THE PEOPLE OF ONE GENERATION CAN
LEAVE BEHIND THEM PCR OTHERS, I3 THE ECONONMY OF A
STEADY FUASUIT OF WELL-CONSTIDERED ENDS BETTER
ESTABLISHED THAN IT IS BY LONG EXPERIENCE IN PARKS,
=F. L, Olmsted, Sr., 1882

7-25-29 ROADSIDE IMPROVEMENT

Roadside attractivemess is gaining favor as a publie
roads policy. By formsl action a year ago Congress
recognized roadside improvement as & proper use for
federal-aid money. Nine state highway departments
Are now carrying on landscape work, All states are
exercising their power to keep highway rights-of -way
neat oy eradicating advertising signs. Such work
8hould go on; at the same time its proper place in
road development should be understood elearly., The
highway beyond all other things is a practical tool
of transportation, but attractiveness is an essen-
tial contribution to its effieciency. Good appearance
is & business asset. In summary, beautification 1is
one of #e¥ many roadside services being demanded by
‘modern highway travel. It is contributory rather
than primary; as is the case with all other road-
8ide services; it is supplementary to roadway ser=-
vice., If these facts are held in mind, landscape
work may well go as far as sane taste and available

funds can take it."

Engineering Newa-Hecord,
6=27=29

Now I have an object in view in telling all this.

Kangsas City is trying to give birth to a ten year
development plan., We are maké working for exactly

the same thing and we want your support and we want
to support you,.



Because I was active in ecorresponding with the
var*ous counties in the organization of the
Regional Associmtion, they elected me President.
I tried to resign last March because I am in
politica amd this organization ought not to Dbe
in politics, I want my successor to be as
enthusiastic a supporter of this great idea as

I am and I don't want it to be personal. I want
you gentlemen to support it because you are vitall]
and financislly interested in the proper growth
and welfare of this town. 'Please read those
pamphlets and if you think we are doing anything,
help us by becomming one of us., Lets put, Kansas
City'es Plan and a Plan for this great Hegion on
paper and then carry them to a conclusion,



