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MEMORANDUM FOR KR, CONNELLY

Referring to our telephone conversation, I am
eending you nerewlth some suggestions as to what the
Preeident might say to the American members of the
Joint Palestine Committee, who will be in Washington
later this week, beginning Friday. We belleve it to be
moet lmportant that he speak very frankly to them about
the sericus responsibllities which they have undertaken,

Some of the persons appointed by the President to
the Committee have expressed a desire to defer entering
on their dutles snd have suggested, for exsmple, that
they might stay at home until after Cnristmas, In view
of this feeling on thelr part it is& believed that it
would ce moet nelpful for the Preeldent in conferring
with the group teo lmprese upon them the importance and
urgency of their task, The American and British Govern-
mente attach the grestest lmportance to thie lnauiry and
the members snould be left in no doubt &s to the fact
that they have a full-time Job before them which will
be a real challenge to their energles., They have under-
taken eserlous responeibilitles inveolving the welfare of
poesibly mlllions of persons, livee of many thouseands,
the prestige of the United States snd peace and stabil-
ity in Europe and the Near East,

Bota sspects of the inguiry are of the greatest
importance., The continued indecislon with regard to
thne future of Palestine is a contributing factor to the
prevailing tengicn in Palestine &s well as in the Near
East ae a whole and it ie no exazgeration to say that
no laeting peace can be expected in the sres until an
equitable scolutlon ie found to the Palestine rroblem,

The situation of the dieplaced Jews in Eurcpe
18 no less a cause of the gravest concern, although
Bome lmprovement hae taken place since the Harrlecn
report, The exieting uncertainty as to the fact of
theese unfortunate victime of Nazli and Fascist persecu-
tion 1s moset unfortunate and muet be resolved as soon
a8 possible,
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There have been & number of commieslons in the
past which have gone to Palestine, They have not
found a lastlng solution, but thle fact only serves
to emphasize the importance of the inqulry which the
present group ie undertaking,

The Committee will undoubtedly receive a flood of
petitlons and materlal cn the varioue aspecte of lte
terme of reference and there will be many nersons desir-
ing to make thelr viewe known to the Amerlcan group.
While the Committee will have to draw up 1ts own rules
of procedure it lse hoped that the members will take
care not to receive petitioners except when sitting as
a committees,

The members will pay particular attention to the
request of the two Governments that they submit thelr
report within 120 daye., The problems with which they
will be dealing are sc urgent in character that 1t is
to be hoped that the Committee will be able to complete
its work well within that time limit,

The Preeildent may care to add that the terms of
reference of the Committee have been worked out care-
fully between the British and American Governments, He
had no reason to believe that the British Government
wae giving any private instructions to the Britieh
members of the Committee of Inquiry with regard tc the
interpretation of these terms, He had no comment to
make with regerd to these terms other than that they
conetituted all instructicns which he had to give them
wlth regard to the purpcse cf the inquiry.
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