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ME2ORANDUL FOR THE STATE-WAR-NAVY COCRDINATING COMMITTEE:

Subject: EBritish Propoeels in Connection with the
Heport o he Anglo=-smerican Commlittee of
Inquiry fin Palestine.
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#ith regerd to the,.request of 7 June 1945 by the Acting
State member, State=Wer=liavy Coordinating Committee (J.C.B5.
16684), following are comments by the Joint Chiefs of Staff on
certaln topleca proposed by the Eritish for joint conslidera-
tilon in connectlon with the recommendestions of the report of
the Anglo-dmerican Committee of Inquiry on Palestine. It
wlll be noted that no definltive recommendations are offered
on many of the difficult pelitlcel aspects of this problem,
on which the Joint Chiefs of Staff do not feel they should
advise.

ae urge thst no U.5. armed forces be involwvad
In Lf.“t‘"i"_' out the Committee's recommendations. We
recommend thet 1n w“1em£ntin_ the FE_GPU, the gulding prin-
ciple be that no tion should be taken which will csuse
repercusslons In gstine which are beyond the capabllities
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ol 7“r5¢Hﬂ trecops to econtrol.

Should the guestion of uslng seny . forces erise, we
would poin%t out that, under present War and Levy Depertment
comml tments to the Congress, only very limited forces could
be spared Irom tasiks in which we are slrendy engeged. Such
cor |u¢...__¢'r1L'~ miznt in t_"'_-E:UP_}' be of & size to contrlibute to
paclifying the situetlion in Pglestine, but wve belleve that the
pcliti cal shoclk ettending the resppesrence of U.S5. armed
forces in the lilddle LEest would mml=t'-35*-'=ril;;r risk such
serious disturbances throughout thne erez ess to dwarf any
locel Pelestine difficultiss. uucl & condltion would, among
other effects, Invelldate entlirely any current estimstes of
required strengths of the airuy :m._. '.Zm.r:,r. rurther, the Liddle
best could well fell Into anarchy end become & breeding ground -
for world war
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clementation of the report by
1 end U.S. interests in much of

It I8 belleved thaet imp
Tforece would prejudice Bprltls
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the lliddle East end that Eritish end U.5. influence would con-
sequently be curtelled except as 1t might be maintained by
militery force. The USSR might replace the United States and
Eritain In influence and power through the lilddle East.

fis to the importance of & stable liiddle Esst, friendly
to the Wesztern Powers, it is obvious thet this area is the
buffer between Russie and the British Lediterrsanesn life line.
If the peoples of the likidle Last turn to Russls, this would
have the seme impact in many respects as would millitary con-
quest on this area by the Soviets. Under these conditions,
even 1f Turkey meinteins her internal snd politicel integrity,
it is highly questionsble that she could continue her stand
on the Dardanelles and maintaln her positlion as other than =
satellite Russlan stete. Also, for very serious conslderstion
Tfrom a military point of view 1s control of the oil of the
Middle Last. This 1s probably the one large undeveloped
reserve In a world which may come to the limits of its oil
resources within this generaticon without having developed any
substltute. A great pert of our military strength, as well
as our standaerd of living, is beszed on oil.

fis to U.S8. participetion in & Palestine t rusteeship,
we consider that military edvice must rest on our supposition
that such perticipation would lead to militsry involvement,
on which subject our views sre staeted shove.

In summary, the Joint Chiefs of Staff recommend that in
implementing the report of the Anglo-imericen Conmittee, no
acticn be talken which would:

a. Commit U.S5. armed forces, or

b Orient the peoples of the kilddle Eest awey from the

WesTern Powers, s& the U.5, hes & vitel security Interest
in that erea.

For the Jolnt Chief= of Staff:

SIGNED)

A. J. McFARLAND,
Colonel, U, =, Army,
Secretary.
(J.C.S. 1684/1 - approved as smended 21 June 1946)

Copy to:

Chief, P&P Group, P&C Div.
Admin. Alde to CNO .



