THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 17, 1945

MEMORANDUL FOR THE PRECIDENT,

p———

Hffff I hava talked with Secretary Byrnes today about

Palestine und hls propocsed statement for you to mske. I

kk‘ gentad -my views, but they have not been at all per-
suaslve. The Secretary adheres to the views expressed to
you by him heretofora. X

For obvious reasons, 1t is very embarrassing for me
to be in disagreement with the State Department on this
particular guestion. I really think thet you should have
somecne else here in the Yhlte Fouse handle it = and hope
you will.

Howsver as long as you have asked me to thus far, I
wish to express to you the views which I expressed to
Secretary 3yrnes today:

(1) In view of the fact that you have not taken any
position orally or in writing which would support President
Rocsevelt's letter of Aprll 5th, I think that you should
definitely not muke the statement proposed,

I think it 1s proper for you to take the position that
the admission of 100,000 Jews into Palestine is not a "change
in the basic situation". There are now aprroximately 6&0C,000
Jews and 1,200,000 /,rabs in Pelestine. For that reascn,
10C,000 additional Jews wculd not be a change in the basic
sltuation.

(2) You should make it clear that the most that Presi-
dent Hoosevelt stated was that he would "consult" with the
Arab and Jewlsh leaders, but that there was no intentlon on
his part that he would have to obtalin thelr consent before he
took action.

(3) Some further acticn should be taken by you
immediately with respect to itlee soc as to show that you are
really pressing the British for the additionel certificates,

({4) That you or the Secretary of State call the Jewish
and Arab leadsrs into conference at an early date, and "consult”
with them sc that the promise of ccnsultation will be fulfllled



- and then you can take whatever action you wish,

(5) Immediate effort should be made by the State
Department to postpone publication of the April Sth letter
until the middle of November. it any rate, I 4o not see why
we should publish it ourselves at any time.

i

S. I. Re






