DATLTATE RELEASE ; e ; ; HOVEMEER 13, 19k5
STATZMEKT BY THE PRESIDENT

Following the receipt of information Crem various sources -
regarding the distressing situstion of the Jewlsh wvictims of Nazl and
Fascist parascution in !:er, I srote to Mr. Attles on August 31

L

bringing to his attention & uggastlon din a t of Mr. Earl 0.
Harrison that the granting of an additional 100, cortificates for
the n of Jews ints Falestine would alleviats the situstion.

A oopy my letter to Mr. Attles is bedng made avallable to the preass.
I continue to adhere to ths wvisws axpressed in that letter. - .

I wan afvised by the Hritish Government that becauss of @on-
ditiena in it was not in.e pomition to adopt the policy
rocommended , but theb it g. deeply conourned with the altuatien of the
Jows in Burope.  Dueing murss of subssquant dissussions betwoan the
two Governcsents, it suggested the sstablishment of a joint Anglo—Amerdcan
Comuittes of Enquiry, under & rotating chalrmanship, o examine the
whole question and to muke a furthar review of tha stine Blam
in the 1ight of that eoamisation and other relevant conslderations.

In view of our intense interest in this satter and of cur
belief that sich & committes will be of aid in find a sclution which
will be both humane and just, we have acoeded to the British suggsstlon.

: , The terms-of reference of this committes as sgreod upon
hm.m-mﬁﬂrmﬂllﬂllm:_' . :

L To examine political, nqq-nnmi-u and socisl l:mtid!';-ll in
Palestine na they boar upon the probles of Jowlsh imedgration asd
sattlemant theresin and the well-being of the pseples new living theredn.

R To scamine the position of the Jows in theose countries in
Burepe where they have besn the wvictima of Mazi and Fascist psrasscution,
and the practical messuras tolken or contenplated to be taken in those
gountries to snable tham to live fres from ddscriminaticn and opproo-—
slon and to make estimates of those who wish or will bo lmpelled By
thelr conditions to migrate to Palastine or other countries outpslde
Europa . el : - i

3. To hear the views of sospetent witnossos and to consult
represantative Arabe and Jews on-the probloms of Paleatins as such prab-
lems are affected by conditions subjecst to asxnmination under paragraphs
1 and 2 above and by other relevant facts and eirevsmstancos, and Lo make
recomsndations to His Majesty'a Covernment and the Covernment of the
United States for ad interim hindling of thess problems.as woll as for

thelr pormansnt selution.

By Te make such othar roconmendatione to His Majoesty's Goversmment
and the Govoramant of vhe Unltod States ss may boe nocessary bto-mest the
immediste peads avisicg from conditions subjaot ta axnmination under
paragraph 2 above, by remsdisl action in the Burcpean courkpdes in question
or by the provisiorn of facilities for emdgration to ond soltlemernt 1n
sountries outelide Dvreps.

Tt will bo sbasrwed that ameng the ipportant duties of this
pommities will bo +ths task of ssmmining conditions in Palestine ms thoy
bear upon the preblem of Jewlsh lsmigration. The establishment of thim
committos will make possible a prompto review of the unfortunate *
af the Jows in thooe countries in Burcps whore thoy have boen subjeocted
to persecution, and o prompt examimtion of questicna related to the
rats of current immigration into Palostine and the absorptive capeoity
of the oounkry. 1

The situntion faced by displaceod Jows in Burops during tho
coming winter allows ne delay in’ this matter. I hops the Commlttoes will
bBe abls te necomplish ite dmportant task with the greatest specd.

{OVER )
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The text of tho letter addresasd to the Primo Ministor of
Groat Britain by the President, under date of August 31, 1905, followa:

My dear Mr. Prims Miniator:

Bocauae of the matural interost of this Governsent in —
tho -prosent condition and futvrs fate of those displaced persons
in Gersany who miy prove to be stateloss or non-ropatriable, wo
: recently sent Mr. Earl . Harrison to inquire into the situation.

Mr. Harrissn was formerly the United States Commdssionsr
of Immigration and Nafluralization, and is pow the Reprosertative
af this Government an the Intergowirnmental Committes on Refugess.
The Uslted Hingdem and the United States, as you know, have takan
an active intorsst in the work of this Comsitteds. .

Instructions were glven to Mr. Harrison to inguirs
partioularly into tho problems mnd nesds of the Jewish refugeoss
among the displaced perscns.

s My, Harrison visited not only the Assrican mors in
Qarmany, but spent some timo also in the British zone whers he
was aktonded evoery courtesy by the et Arsy Headgiharters.

* I have now recaived his report. In view of our con—
versations at Potsdam I am sura that you will find dortain por=
tions of the report interesting. I am, thorofore, sonding you a

OO . ;
I ahould like ta sall oy attention to the sonclusione

ard rocopmendations appoaring on 8 and the following pages =

eapacially the reforences te Fal « It appeare tEat the avall-— =,

able certificstes for immipgration to Palestine will be oxhausted
in the near futurs. It is suggested that the granting ol an
ndaiticnal one undeed thousand of such cartificates would con-
tribute greatly to a sound solution for thas future of Jows still
in Germany and Austrin, and for other Jewlsh refugess whe do not |
wish to remain where thoy are or who for understandable roansons: do
not desire to return to their countries of arigin.

* Om Lhe bBasia of this and other nformatdon which haa
come to mo I concur in the balioelf that no othoer matter ia
8o important for those whe have known the herrors of consontration
caspa for ovor a4 docade as ip the futwoe of immdgration possibilities
into Palestine. The nmumber of such perscons who wish imﬁrﬂdm Lo
Falasting or who would gqualify for admission thera: is, unfortumatoly,
no longer as larges os it was bafors thoe Hozis bogan thelr sxtarmine-
tlon progrem. As I said to you in Potsdam, the American w, as
& whole, firmly beliowve that immigration into Palostine = d not.
bea slosad and that a reasspabls rusber aof Beropols persscuted Jews
ﬁlihn-m.. in agccordance with tholr wlshos, be pormitted to rescttle
are.

I know you are in agrosmsrnt on tho proposition that
futura poace in Burcps dopends in lapge mefsure upsn our finding
sound sclutions af blams confronting tho displaced and formerly
- EEUpaS peapla. Na clalim 15 @mere nariterlsus than —
WLIH.' ﬂ":l groupes whe for ad many yoares have known porsecutlon and
QriEilavamo - ¥

Tha main solution appoars to lie in tho guick ovacuation
of ma many aa poasible of the on-ropatriable Jews, wha wish it,
to Palestine. If it is to be effoctlve, sush action should not be

long dolayod.
- Vory sincoraly yours,

HARRY 5. THUMAN



