March 23, 1946

Dear Congressman Celler:
I appreciated

‘much your letter of Harch
twentieth ard to the specizl Committee
ex:mining Falestine Wtim.

L

I have heard nothing from them since they left
here, officially or umofficiully, and I om wait-
ing putlently for the roport which they were
expected to make after o four moanth examinzticm
of the situation.

of eourse, it is premature o mute comments on
this report until 1t is in the hands of Prime
Pinister Attlee and nyseclf. '@ can them arrive
pt the conclusion which conditions warrant.

I highly apprecicte your intorest, of course,
but a prematurc comment oh a repori that i{s not
mede will not hel:s the situation one little bit.

Tith kindest regards, I am
Sincercly yours,
HARRY S, TRUMAN

Homorzble Fmanuel Celler
House of Representatives

washingtom, D, C.
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My dear Mr. Presldent:

It 1s clesrly evident from the rift thet hes srlsen
tetween the Americen end “ritish menbers of the Anglo-Amerlican
Committee of Inquiry on Pelestine thet the EBrltlsh sre determined
to control completely this ingulry. Nr. Sertley Crum wes Justl-
fied in demanding thst en interim report be published, &s had
been previously promised, recommending that your request for
the immedlste entrance of 100,000 Jews into Falestine be complled
with., The oritlsh have declded there 1= to bLe no interlm report
end the resson ls readily discernible., The finel report has
elresdy bLeen written In Whiltehall Strest.

Mr. Crum's views sre shered Ly other Amerlcen memlbers of
the Comnittee, snd thelr threst to reslgn ls proof posltive that
the Inquiry is belns hempered by establlshed Lrltlsh eolonlial
policy snd that tls much veunted objectivity 12 entlrely sbsent
from lts procesdings.

. The sppsrent concern of the IUrltish for the Arabs, 1t 1=
interestin: to note, played no pert In thelr sctivlitles In
Indoneala, nor were Moslem [eellnse spered in kKr. Lttlee's state-
ment on Indle's independence, It sppesrs that only 1n Pslestine
do the Erlitish feer to slienete the affectlon of the MNoslenms.

Caen we with eny honesty praise the Commlttee's objectlvity
when we learn that its officlsl record of Tuesdey, March 1Zth,
did not conteln the statement made by Auni Bey Abdul Hedl, Arsb
spokesman, to the efiect that the ex-Muftl of Jerusalem coopersted
with the Nazls Lecsuse he thought they might win?

I telieve it 1s time to glve serlious conglderation as to
whether we shell continue in thls inguiry, thereby commitilng
ourselves to a coneclusion reached net by study, nor bassed on
morsl principles, tut to one pre-formed Ly the Toreign poliecy
of Great Eritaln.

I respectfully sutmit that unless sn Interim report is
pubtllshed, recommending that 100,000 Jews be permlitted entrance
into Pslestine immedistely and unless the Committee ls= permittec
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to continue 1ts inguiry in an unblassed, cbjective manner,
unhampered by the Britlsh Forelgn Cffice, that the Amerlcen
members of thls Committee be withdrawn forthwlth.

With assurances of highest esteem, I am

Slncerely yours,

émmm. GW



