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During recent weeks, a great desl of public attemtion has been given to the
War Relooation Authority, the reloeation centers, and the Japanese-Americen
people who live in thess centers. Unfortunataly, much of the information givem
eirculation was untrue, and misleading. Much of what has been said has caused
eonfusion, by foocusing attention on some minor detalls and covering up the really
basic fissues.

The proper handling of the pecple of Japanese ancestry who were removed from
thiéir homes along the Pacific Coast into relocation centers is a matter of impor-
tanoce to every poerson In tha Unlted States. It is essentisl that averyone who
gives thought to the problem keep sertain facts clearly in mind.

Firgt---enemy aliens suspected of being subversive wers arrestaed immediately
after Fearl Harbor and are now interned. They have never been in relooation
canters.

Socond--=During the first month of the owmcuation pericd == in March 1942 ==
the Japanese=American people were first teld simply that they must mowe out of
the Pacific coastal zone and were free to go anywhere else they liked. Tt was
only after this voluntary movement had cmused difficultiss that controlled ewme-
uation cams into the pioture. Helocation centers were established primarily to
provide living quartsrs for the ewacuecs while long-range resettlesent plans wers
baing worked out.

The evacuation did not imply for one moment that all evacuees were guilty or
even suspocted of endangering the natlonal safety. It was s precautlionary =mowe
taken in view of the exceedingly eritical military situation on the West Coast.
The evacuses in the relocation centers are not charged with any orime or subver-
give intentions; they are a dislocated people who had to have some place to live-=-
and the relocation centers seemed to be the most feasible temporary solutionm to
the problem. There is no reason to conduct the relocation senters as intermment
camps or prisoms.

(m the contrary, there are good reasonz why they should not be so conducted.
Two-thirds of the people who were moved into relocation centers were borm in this
oountry. They are American citizens, and 72 per cent of this cltizen group have
never aven éssn Japan.

In the ten relocation centers, the evaocuess are provided with most of the
basic nocessities of life--and the opportunity to emrn m small smount of money
soc thoy may buy other things not provided by the government. They receiwe food,
lodging, and medical eare, and schooling is provided for the children.

The living quarters are barrack-type frame buildings, divided into family-
size compartments--and furnished with cots, mattresses, blankets and heating



stoves. There ls no running water or cooking facllities in the barracke--but community
bath houses and mezs halls are located in sach block to serve 250 to 300 peopls.

‘he school program is planned to meet the atandards of the state where the center ia
located, but until recently there were no bulldings put up especially for achool
purposes. Classes have besn hald in barrack buildings originally intended for 1iving
gquarters or for recrsatlion.

The medical service in & relocation center is barely adequate aven as measursd by
wartime standards. Non-Japanese doctors and nurses are in charge of the medical
staffl in sach center, but most of the ataff iz sompozed of evacuses.

Any community of-—say--ten thousand people, eating three =eals s day--will require
& lot of food. Most of the relocation centers were able %o produce wery littla of
thelr owp food last year=--and so most of it had to be brought in. People who have
sssn the trucks golng into the relocation centers loaded with food quite naturally
have besn impressad with the largs smounts--and s¢ many rumors have started that
the evacuses in relocation centers are petting hupe amounts of food=-far more than
other civilians.

I want to say right here and now that people in relocation centerz are raticned-=
Just the szame as the reat of us. Most of the food is bought through the Quarter=
master Corps of the Ammy. But there is a top limit of 45¢ a day per person which
mny be spent for frood, and the actual cost has renged from 34 to 42 cents a day.

By way of comparison, the Army allows a maximmm of 61 cemts a day and actually
spende 56 to 5T cents & day for each men. From the standpoint of quality, the food
served in the center is, of course, never better than Army standards. And on
many iteme, such as beaf, it is definitely inferior.

The govermment of the United States han an obligation to Ffeod the swouses in
the relocation centers but--we are doing it in strict accord with rationing
regulations--and with a keen regard for the heavy demands on the nations food supply.

I wen't take time to dwell on other details of the relocation center activities--
except to say that the War Felooatlion Authority is operating with a minimum staff-=
and has attempted to glve a maximmm of responalbility to the evacuess themselwes for
providing the ssrvices needed by the community--and for managing thelr own aflfairs.

The wages for those who work are just about enough to provide for the necessities--
12, 16, Or 19 dollars & month--plus & small clothing allowance for sach mesbar of
the worker's family. The avacuses are not compslled to work--but only those who do
work recelve weges and clothing allowances. About 50 per cemt of the vmplu-y;'hh_'_
evacuses at the centers are now engaged in some kind of work.

ten relocation centerg--we don't 1 that they are desirable institutions, or any-
thing in which the peoples of the United States cen take pride. It isn't the American
way to have children grow up behind barbed wire. It may be possible to make good
Americans out of them--tut the very surroundings male a mockery out of prinsiples we
have always cherished and respected. It's diffioult to reconcile demcorscy with
barbed wire--freedom with armed sentries--1liberty with searchlights.

In spite of the Fact that the Er Eelocation Authority is responsible for managing
a
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But in spite of these discouraging surroundings, Americanism 1s predomi-
nant in the relocation cemters. It is taught in the schools--in the adult
sducation classes--through organigations such az Boy Scouts, and Girl Scouts,
4-H Clubs, Puture Farmers of Amerioca, Girl Heszerwoe, and Parent-Teacher Associa-
tions. Several of the centers hawe U.5.0. Clubs ar simllar arrangoemonts for the
entertainment of soldiers of Jaupanese angestry who come back toe the centers to
sae their families or friomda.

Howavar, there are some people in the relocation centers who have indlcated
that they prefer to be Japanese rather than American. And there are others whose
records indicate that they might endanger the national security. Accordingly,
we are planning within the next few weoks to segrogate these pro-Japaness people
and establish them in & single center where they will liwe for the duratiom of
the war or until repatriated to Japan. It has taken time to gather enough
information for such a program of segregation. e now have the necessary in-
formation and we expect to carry out the program as soon as transportation san
be obtainad to make the move.

We feol that the remainder of the population--those who are thoroughly
Amearican in their loyalties--ghould not be required to remain in relocatlion centers.
They can make a much greater contribution to the war effort by working on farms,
in factories, and in other places where their abilitles can be used to beat
gdvantage.

In the spring of last year, when the svacuation was only beginning, thers was
an insistent demand from sugar best growers and refiners for evacuess to work in
the beaest fialds of tha MWestarn Statos. Bafore the harvest sosson was over,
about 10,000 people from the centers had gone to work in the flelds of the West--
and they harvestesd enough beets to provide a year's ratisn for about 10 million

peopla.

The results of that program were generally good from every point of view,
and s thas War Heloeation Authorlty went one step further. Starting in July
one year apo, we bagan to work out a program whershy evacusos with sound
records might leave the centers indefinitely to take jobs and establish homes
in normal communitises. Up to the present time, about 10,000 of the evacuated
people have taken adventage of these procedures and have gone out on indelinite
leave to establish themselwes mainly throughout the interior sectiona of the
country. In sddition, approximately 6,000 have pone cut on seascnal leave for
work chiefly on farms throuphout irrigated sections of the West:. And in all theas
months, not ons cass of disleoyal activity on the part of these people has besn
reported frem any reliable source.

Within the past lew weeks, there has been & great deal of publie discussion
about the releass of people from relocation centers. The procedures for granting
releass and the methods of inwvestipating individual evacueess have been widely
misunderstood. So tonight I want to state thoss proocedures just as clearly as I
gan in order that the public may have the true factsa. Over a period ol many
monthe, we have gathered a considerable smount of information on sach evacuse 17
yaara or over == information om thelr individoal backgrounds mnd interests and
their past employment records. Bafore any evacuse is granted indefinite leawve,
this information is carefully checked at the relocation cemter. If there is any
indication that the ewacuse might endanger the national security or interfere
with the war offort, permission for leave is denled. .



In addition--as a further precaution--we have sutmitted the names of all
svacueas past 17 to the Federal Buresu of Inwestigation. The FBI has now checked
nearly 90 per cent of thess nmmmes against its files and has supplied us with
whatever inforsation it had on the individuals involved. We have besn using
this infor=ation in determining eliglbility for leawe. But I want to emphasize
the determination is made by WHA and net by FBI.

Thore are gcertain claszses of evacuses who automatically are denied leave:
pne==thoze whe have asked to be repatristed or sxpatriated to Japan, two-=
Shinto priests, three--American citizens who hewe refused to swear allegiance
to the United States and four--those who have been denied leawve once because of
bad records. At the ssme time, there are thousands whose records show no reason
why thay should not be permitted to laawe the centers.

The main point I want to make concerning the granting of leave to evacuoos
is this: the War Eelooation Authority is exerting all proper precautions for the
national security--and at the same time is providing the means for loyal American
eitizens and lew-abiding aliens--to take their place in the national life and enjoy
the fresdoms which are assurad by the Conatitutien.

The War Reloocatlon Authority recognires that the foremost tabk before the
people of this country is to win the war. This means concenmtrating cm fighting
the enemy == rather than fighting among ourselves =- and using all our available
manpowsr whers it can do tha most pood.

Wo hawve faith in the American democratic way of life, with equal rightas,
privilages, and responsibilities for all, regardleas of race, creed, or national
arigin. F

Wa assume that the great majority of the people of Japanase ancestry now im
this country will stay hers during the war and afterwards.

Wa have confidence in the ability of the armed forces to wage the war, and
of the authorized intelligence agencies of the Govermment to give proper
surveillance to all suspected or potemtlal enemies within our country.

Te belisve that it is possible to distinguish betwsen the loyal and the
disloyal people of Japanese ancestry, as well as with other national or racial
groups, to s degree which will insure the national security.

Wo believe loyalty growdand sustalns itself only whem 1t ls given a chance.
It gannot flourish in an atmosphere of susplolon and disor minatlon.

Let me repsat =- the manmer in which the WRA conducts its program is of
concern to all the people in the U. 5. And it has a signiglosnce which goes far
beyons the boundaries of this country. Our actions are balng watchesd in Japan,
whare thousands of American soldiers and eivilians are held as prisoners or
interness; undoubtedly thay are boing watched in China, India, Furma and other ®
gountriss whoss collabsration is nocessary i we ars to defeat our ensmies surely
and quickly. These countriss are watching our actions to see if we mean what we
say when we talk about racial squality.



85 it is important that we all approach this problem sansly and cadmly,
without racial emctiom or hysteria. As I hawe said before, let's mot hahdle
this problem as Hitler would handle it in Nari Germany, or as Tojo would
approach it in Japan. Let's do it the American way.



