Letter, John M. Hall to Dillon S. Myer, November 19, 1943; with
attachment, Excerpts from Confidential Letter from General Emmons
to Mr. McCloy, Dated 10 November 1943. Papers of Dillon S. Myer.

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WiR
Washington

19 Hovember 1543

Dear Mr. Myer:

Mr. MoCley is temporarily absest from
Washington. Before he left he asked me to send
to you exeerpts from Oemeral Emmon's confldentlsl
lettsr to him of 10 November commenting om your

. letter of 18 Ootober. MNr. NoCloy stated that he
was generally im sccord withwhat Oeneral Emmons
hag to says 3

Sinseraly,

/o/

JOHN M. HALL

Captain, F. A
Assistant Executive

Mr. Dillen 8. Mysr, Directer
Tar Relcoation Autherity

Room 822, Barr Bullding
Washington, Dg..ﬁ-
Ene.

Excdrpts of ltr.



= =l i X
Bl 1Ti0d 3es, Ho) c=d 5I0 & GO o 1t . S0 & (B
COPY R ~SON DR
L. LN B> lethir, Daay- 3 1972 cf Blgte laiter, Asg.
T i L I | y T, HATE Benad s
EXCERPTS FROM CONFIDENTIAL LETTER FROM OZWERAL EMMMONS T0 MR, MeCLOY
DATED 10 NOVEMBER 1843:

I have read Mr. Myor's letter o you with a great deal of interest.

Be stated to me that the Army's prestige is such that we could do things
that he could mot do snd suggested that we wers in a good positlon %o
z:l‘hruﬂu relations matters bearing on this subject. I reccsmend

tthwh.r“imﬂunlhhrmmﬂlmrh:ulhﬂ
security. That we do oot enter into any joint polieles or a
reference the return of the Japanese %o the West Coast but that we do
retaln vetc power. It is true that the Army ovacusted the Japanese from
the Coast but they did it because thers was no other agency that could
do it. In the meantime, the WEA has besn organized , s I understand
it, it is their job to relocate svacuated Japaness and our job %o
determine what Japaness may be brought back into oritical areas.

On the first of November the West Const cemnsed to be classified as
s theater of operations. That, coupled with the President's statement
which you gquoted, leawves us in a very weak legal position and that is the
reason why I sm going through all individual ezelusion cases, exaept
Japanese, with & view to permitting the return to the Coast of a large
proportion of pon-Jupanese evacuses. I am also golhg through the mized
Japanese marriage oases. I can't give you a poliey eovering these onses
as I think sash one of them, and there are not
handled om lts merits, givirg due consideration to humane reasons.
Incidentally, imstructions have been issued which will smable the wife
of Tomeo Takaycahi to return to Seattle.

;
;
E

This Tule Lake situation has aroused a tremsndous amount of mnti-
Japanese fesling on the West Comst. Newspaper repoerters are consocting
the wildest kind of stories and the papers are giving wide publlolty %o
them because it 1s & popular lssus. Of oourse, the politiclans are riding
alon; at full speed. I think it would be very good polley, therefors,
to let this feeling subside before any considersble mumber of Japansss
are returned to the Coamst. I would like to suggest to Mr. Myer that it
would be good poliey for him to endeaver to obtain the support of
Governor Warren and ethar Western States governors on a sound plan for
reloeating Japansse in these areas, both during snd after the war. I
am quite sure that if we ram dom their throats say plan to retum
Japanese to the Western States, such politlieal spposition would be arcused
as to completely mullify even a perfectly sougd plan.

Mr. Mysr alsc suggested that he would like several offlcers dotailed
to the WRA to work with them in the solution of this problem. I would
like to repeat my recommendation that thh War Department take the
attitude that this reloostion problem is purely s oivil matter and a
responsibility of the WRA and that our enly interest in the matter is
that of military sesurlty.

on the matter of military security, I think the dsnger of plant
sabotage has been over-egphasized at the expense of esplonags. The



danger of sabotage has been greatly reduced by remsem of barbwire
.m.rmm.m-.#hﬁfmm-nmmln
under gonstant surveillance by other reces. Esp .
s81ll serious becmuse Imowledge of flset snd ship movements would be
af real interest to the Japanese. Becauss of our proximity to the
Mexican border, it would be sasy to get this information to Japan.
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