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ONE THOUSANDTH OF THE NATION

A address by Dillon S. Myer, Director of the War Relocatdon
Aot ty, to be presented March 23, 1944 before.a joint meeting of
eivic organizations in Salt Lake City. o
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In a nation composed of people who have sprung from all the other
lands of the earth, it would be rather surprising 1f the great bulk of
the population had a well founded understanding of any of the minorities
who make up the group &s a whole, But I doubt if any minority group is
more widely misunderstood these days than the people of Jopanese descent
who make up about one-tenth of one per cent of the nation's population,
fne in a thousand, This one persen, with his Japanese face, his jyellow
skin, his characteristic name, looks different from the other 999. :
Because hé is different outwardly, many are willing to believe he mast
bo different inwardly, in his beliefs and loyalties. '

Over the past two years the greater portion of this minority

have beer treated in such a way that they are made to appear even
more different from the majority of Americans than they appeared before
the outbreak of war, Some 115,000 of them were required to move from
their homes in the Pagific Coast states, something no other group. .- o
was asked to do. Since then, most of them have lived in segregated communi-
ties, called relocation centers, a situation which has further heightened the
differences, For two years, emphasis has been placed on the ways in
which the people of Japanese descent are different rather than on the
many ways in which they are like the rest of the people of Amerlical,
The result has been a vicious circle; the evacuated peopls are cutside

r communities because they are different; and because they are
different it is difficult to get them re-established in normal communities,
The relations between the cne-—and the other 99j---constitute a problem
worthy of attention by the entire matlon. It iz the major concern of the o
War Relocation Authority, and one of the newly acquired problems of the P
Department of the Interior.

The major event which caused relocation centers to be established
was' a conference which took place here in Salt Lake City, almost two years
ago, when WRA was only about three wesks old, and when orderly evacuation
from the West Coast was only one week old, The background of that
confersnce 1= highly significant, During March, 1942, the people of -
Japaness descent, most of them American citizens, soma af them aliens,
were making their plans to move from their ‘st Coast homes, Soms of
them actually did move, Several hundred came into the inter-mountain
area, including Utah, with Salt Lake City attracting large numbers of
the so-called voluntary evacuees, The others stayed where they were,
principally becauss they had no place to po. The Cosmanding
the Western Defense Command announced about the end of March that ho
further movement on & voluntary basis would be permitied; the svacuatd
henceforth was to be carried out in systematic fashion under goverma
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| the western states sesmed to offer the greatest possibilities for
caring for the people to be evacuated, principally because thers was more
available land, much of it under public owership, There was alsc a ;
demand for labor. in this area, which the evacuated people mizht help to
mest, COne of the ideas piven most serious consideration was to establish
the people in the many CCC camps which recently had been asbandonedy
permit them to live in the camps and work on farms and-ranches nearby,
or engage in public works in the-forests and parks where the camps were
located. To consider this suggestion and other possibillties, the War
Relocation Authority and the Western Defense Cormand asked the governors
and attorneys general of theten west states to meet here in Belt Lake
City the first week of April, 1942, ;E attitude of the state officials
was unmistakable, They did not want the evacuated people in thelr states
at a1l, if that could be avoided,  If it cculd not be avolded, then they
would not agree to be respensible for law and order unless. the people
were put in colonies under military guard. ©Since the Amy pould not
provide enough manpower to guard a large number of small colonies, plana
were made for establishing comsunities that would mccomodate at least.
5,000 persons, So the GO camp idea was discarded; new and larger camps-—-—
small cities in themselves—-had %o be established, GCradually ten
relocation centers came into being, bullt under Army supervision but
operated by the War Relocation Authority., One of them was established in
the State of Utah, about 150 miles southwest of Salt Lake {ity, near tha
town of Delta. Another is in Idaho near Twin Falls; tro were established
B in California, two others in Arizona, two more in Arkansacy one in
= Colorado and one in Wyoming, . .

L The War Helocation Authority has been operating these ten centers
since early 1542, Beyond the maintenance of the evecuated people in the
centers, we have been engiged in three cther major tasks; providing
assistance to the evacuees in handling their property protlems on the
West Coast; seprepating the evacuee population on the basis of national

- syppathiés .and logpliiesy-and”fourth——and. most ibportanta—earrying jon"

;2 2 a program of relocation which we hope ultimately will move most af the
evacuated people cutside the centers and place them in normal communities,
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Let me discuss each of thess four majoer jobs brlefly.

In considering the manner in which the relocation centers are :
operated, it is important to keep clearly in mind ths status of the s
evacuses. They are not living in the relocation centers as punishment - e
for any wrong-doing, or because thay are suspected of being dangergus;
they are not prisocners of war; they are not internees. They are a ,
dislocated group of people removed from their homes and their means of
livelihood as a wartime emergency measure.  As such they are entitled
to treatment according to American standards of decency. Ever since
the summer of 1942, when most of the centers were still in the early
b stages of construction, all sorts of unfounded rumors and inncourate.
. stories have been cirdulated about the WRA management pollcies, Some
i of these stories have been dhitously’ fehtastie--likelthecone. circulated

in Tdaho nearly two years ago that all evacuses lived in snug little

: 1lows with pink tile bathrooms. And the one that all evacuees ara

. provided by the Government with five gallons of whiskey.. Unfortunately,
 most of the stories have not been so plainly ridiculous, Although many
- .were eq y untrue, they have genorally carried more of an appearance
ity and consequently bave been widely accepted.
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e . Perhaps the most widely oriticised aspect of relocation center

. ' aswindstration is the policy under which evacuees are bairg fed. Food

' is a delicate topic these days and it's not surprising that people should

i ‘uauruuudﬂnnthuyhurthumuuu:mjnﬂnguhstmﬂﬂtmmn
average civilian fasily. If these stories were true, I will readily con-

: cede that there would be grounds for the most intense kind of public resent-

‘ment. But the stories are not true and I believe that all of you asitting

here today would be convinced of their falsity if you could eat just coe

meal in & relocation center. The food served at the centers is nourishing,

but could not be called lwmrious by any convelvable American standard,

The cost of feeding from the start has been limited to L5 cents per person

per day, All rationing restrictions applicable to the eivilian population

are strictly followed, Two meatless days are observed at each center avery

week, And in areas where loeal milk supplies are short, fresh milk is

provided only to small children, nursing or expectant mothers, and special

distary cases,

From the time the relocation centers were first established, it has
been the policy to produce as much of the food as possible, in orcer that
the people in the centers might be nearly self supporting. This required
clearing and leveling land, developing irrigation systems in some instarces
and drainege systems in others, Naturally the 19.2 production was not
large, at most of the centers, but in 1943 the centers prodoced practicolly
I all their own vegetables; they are producing most of their poultry and
¢ eggs; practically-all their requirements for pork, some of their heaf, s

and at one center, in an area where the outaide milk supply is short, /=
a dairy herd has been established. In dollars, the evacuees are produc
about one=third of their total requirements.

?ﬁu housing at relocation Genmters % vertaindly no more than
adequate by any ordinary standards. Evacuee residents live In plain
barracks of frame construction which are partitioned off into family-
size apartments, A family of six or seven people will ordinarily oocupy
a room about 20 by 25 feet, In the barracks there is no running water,
no dooking facilities, and no baths or toilets. However, each block of 12
or 1L barracks-———accomodating between 250 and 300 people---is provided
with a messhall and a bath and laundry building,

Education is provided for the evacuee children through the high
schiool level., At all centers, we have develcped our school curriculum and
selected our teachers in conformity with the stondards of the state where
the center is located, g :

411 evacuees at relocation ceriters have been provided with medical
care and hospitalization when needed and these services are supplied by
evacuee doctors and nurses, insofar as they are available,

In operating the centers, we have always made maximum use of evacuee
manpower, ZIvacuees are employed in clerical and stemographic positions,
on construction activities and land development work, in food production,
and—-to some extent——in manufacturing, iost of those who work are paid -
at the rate of {16 per month; apprentices and others requiring close super-
vision receive $12, while professional workers, such as doctors, are paid :
£19. In-addition, each evacuee working at the center receives small cloth-
ing allowances for himself and his dependents, These allowances range
from 82 a month for small children in the lﬂll{[lu'b centers to £3.75 for
adults in centers where the winters are severe, = =
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. The poliey of the Var Relocation Authoriiy provides that evacuees at sl .

all cepters are to havé an actirve voice in the miugement of their own affaire .
but mlintenspce of law and order within the center is a raspensibility of 4
the WRA project director, To assist him-in this furicticn, the project. = T
director has a small staff of non-Japanese internal security of ficers and i
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"8 sizeable crew of evacueo policemen. The exterior boundaries of each
‘project area are guarded by 8 detachment of military police who mre avail-
able for servite within the center in cases of emergency.

i

I won't go into further detail on the conditions that preveil in
the relocation centero, But 1 belleve I have said enough to indicste iiat
1ife in the centers is not exactly a bed of roses. oA L S e

; When the evacuated people were moved from their West Coast - homes,
they were permitted to take with them only a few personal belongings which
they would need in the centers, Homes, farms, businesses, household goods
all were left behind, The Federal government recognized an obligation o
help keep evacuse farm properties in productive use, to asslst the fundlics
in storing heusehold goods and business equipmont, and to lend a kand in
the disposal of properties of other tpea, '
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- We have helped in locating new mapagers for hotels, stores, and
apartment housesd pwned by evacuees, Wie have found ocperators or purchasers
for farms. 1 - :

b The value of property owned or operated by the.evacusted Japanese
has been estimated at more than 200 million dollars. The War Reloeation
i Authority takes no responsibility at all fer making decizions regarding
i disposal of this property; that is the right of the owner alone. Eut
R when he designates his wishes, we regard it es our job to see that his
ke desires are carried out if possibla, .. ; g

One of the most challenging and serlous problems shich the War
Relocation Authority has faced has been centered around the nationsl’
sympathies of the ovacuees, The aliens, for-the most part, have cortain
sentimental tied to the land of their birth, even though practically all
of them have baen here at least 20 years, and many for thirty or forty
years. Two thirds of thé population is composcd of Ameriean eitizens,
The great majority of the citizens have never been to Japan, speak no
language but Gnglish, are Ameorican in their clothing, mannars itastes
and slang. On the other hand, a small portdon of the citizens have had
e much of thelr education in Japan and for practical FUrPOSER. are MOTE
B Japaness than American.

s From the start, we recognized that there wers those whose loyalties
were with Japan also that there was a much larger group whoge- losaliies
were definitely with the United States, The problem has been to ecstablish
standards for identifying those individusls who are strongl§ pro-Japancse
or who might endanger ‘the natlonal security. For several months wo hate been
~emgaged in a sorting process which has-given irdividual consideration o
all the adults in all the WRA centers. Om the basis of extensive information
- which the lar Relocation Authority has asgesbled, plus records of the Federal
- intelligence agencies, plus individual hearings in thousands of cases, we
havé been determining which members of the population can safely be granted
“ leave to relocste in normal comsunities, : Those whose national sympathios
. seem to lie with Japan rather then the United States and who are not e
eligible for leave arc placed in ene center, Tule Liko, in California,
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Lot me say a few words about the ::iumr:trn'*  the population at |
Tule Like. Most of the adult peocple there.have ted elther by

word or action that they prefer to be Japanese rather than American. .
But it is 8 mistake to think of the population at Tule as composed exclu=' '

“sively of agitators and potential saboteurs. Nany of the residents are 2

aliens of advanced yesars who have simply given up the struggle to become
adjusted in this country and who want only to live out the rest of their
days in the land of their birth, Despite their pro-Japansse leanings,
vary few of them, in my cpinion, are actually troublesome or dangercus.
Then there is also another group at the center——perhaps the largest
element in the whole populstion——which is mide up of children and o
whose records contain ne evidence of disloyalty but who are living at
Tule Lake merely b ecause of family ties.. These people, along with ﬁ'k
aliens, probably mutut.- a majority of the total population,

At the same tima, howaver, it is true that we now have at Tule Lake
‘some of the most troublesome elements that were previously scatiered among
ten relocation centers, There are, for ekample, a conslderable nusber of

American-born evacuees wWho have received the major part of their

Aoung
education in Japan and who seem to have been thoroughly indectrinated with

Japanese ideas. This group has alwavs been particularly maladjusted at
the relocation centers and some of them are among the leaders of those who
are plainly out of sympathy with the United States, . In addition, thers
are & number of young people, born and educated in this country, who have
become embittered by the experiences of the past two years and have ﬂﬂiﬁﬂ
to cast their lot with Jaman..

pepulation of Tule Lake at the present time is about 17,000 men,
women, and children. In the nine other centers there are a few hundred
others who have bean denied leave clearance and so will be sent to Tule
lake. It now appears that most of thess t,ranafari will be completed some
time in tht: :pr:l.ng, probably by “ﬂ:ﬁ'.

There are a.ppraﬂmtalr 70,000 other people still in the relocation
centers who are eligpible for leave, and whom we' in WHA will glive every
posaible asalstanca in finding places to resettle. Making posaible their
relocation is the major objlective of the lar Relocation Aothority, and all
the rest of our activity is carried on with relocation in mind.

Yie realize that the cost of :na.int-ainiﬂ,g the entire evacuee population
in relocation centers would mean an unnecessarily heaavy drain on the tax-
payers of the country. le set up our work proprams at the relocation centers
in such a way that the evacuees could contribute through voluntary work
to thelr own support. And we have maintained that policy consistently from
the wvery start. But even so, the expense of keeping 90,000 people in
government centers and providing them with the essentials of life is a
heavy one. 1 am sure you will agree that it should not be encouraged
if there is any feasible alternative.

An even more important reason why we have placed s0 much emphasis on
impediaté relocation is the nation-wide manpower shortage., We realized
from the beginning that the evacuated people represent a aignificent
reservoir of energles and skills which 1s badly needed in our war production e
effort, At the start, we made rather elaborate plans for a work program at i
each relocatlon center. Ve had plans for manufacturing enterprises through s
which citizen evacuees could produce goods needed in tlm war uﬂurt.; pllul ot
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for extensive development of raw land through clearing, irrigation, érainage

and plans for large-scale agricultural profurtisn. But befoce wo tad rer 0

ceived more than half the evacuee population at the centers, we were Lo
~  Torced to recognize that this was a cumbersome method of utilizing evacuse :

enargios and skills and that it was fraught with sany difficulties, Every-

thing considered, it sedmed quite clear that the evacuees could make a

quicker and more effective contribution to our wartime productiom needs by

':t“miiqﬁa::tqu:cm possitle to private employment, Furthermore, there

. was an an for workers from the ers-particularly
this part of the Unitad States, ; i pt:*t-i{:u.hrlr_ e

But aside from these wholly practical considerations, there is ,a

ancther even more significant reason for trying to depopulate the relo- |
cation centers. I am thinking of Americanization, There are many ways
to define Americanism but I have always felt that it is a quality which =

we absorb quite maturally by living in a thoroughly American environ=ent.
It is ao President Roosevelt has stated, "a matter of the mind and heart;
Americanism is not, and never was, & matter of race or ancestry," We

have made every effort to create an Americanizing atmosphere in the relo-
cation centers, Ué have eslablished the curriculm for our schools with
particularly heavy emphasis on the history of American traditions and
American- Institutions;. le have taught these subjects in adult education
¢lasses and have stressed them in connection with public discussion ferums.
But desplte all our efforts, I am afraid we never can succesd—-in dupli-
cating the atmosphere that preveils in a normal American commmnity, The
influences that operate every day and every week to make us a distinctive
people on the face of the globe cammot be reproduced within en atmosphere
of restriction-—an atmosphere which makes a mockery of our American tra-
diticns, Relocation centers are and probably always will be essentially
outside the mainstream of our naticnal 1ife, Faly

B

It is our hope that the people eligible for leave in the relocation
centers may be relocated into crdinary Amsrican comsunities at the earlisst
possible date. Almost 20,000 have now left the centers on indefinite
leave and have made homes fpr themselves. Most of thess are the young
adults with few family respdnsibilities, who can easily adapt themselves
to new conditions. Our bigp problem now is to make possible the relocation
of family groups, including the eligible aliens, most of whom are well
along in years, without as much resiliency as their children who have relo-
" cated. Te recognize thelr relocation as the most difficult Jjob we have

yet undertaken, Yet we feel 1t iz a job that must be accomplished 1f the.
hmerican way of life is to have real meaning to these peopls,

Many of you in this area have become acquainted with evacuees
who have left the relocation centers, Some two thousand have established
their homes in the state of Utah, and several thousand others have
eultivated and harvested Utah's sugar beets, vegetables, and picked
Utah turkeys on a seasoral leave basis. In gensral, they have been
Accapted without cuestion; their labor has been in demand and they
have worked wall. 3

There has been some discrimination yes, particularly in opposition
to their entering business or farming on their own, even though they are
“melcomed with open arms as ordinary labor by most of these sources.
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That smacks of a desire for alave-labor--—Thase who ddvocatessuch a
system, who welcome evacuee labor but would deny them the privilege of
entering business or forgetting the principals of free enterprise, of

free competition, which are fundemental to our democracy.

But this opposition is also a part of our democracy and is entitled
to its full say. Only when all phases are thoroughly understood. through
free discussion can a fair decision be reached.

I want to congratulate the people of Utah generally however, for
their acceptance of these war refugees, Tt is all the more remarkable
because you adioinithe evacuated area in which certain interests have
seen fit to continue their persecution of thias minority group.

Tt seems to me that one reason for the generally favorable reception
accorded evacuees in the state of Utah is that many of you here are enly
two or-three generstions removed from the early settlers of the state, and
you remember that they too were a minority group; they felt the sting of
intolerance and persecution; they participated in a mass migration which
waa not altogether of their owm choosing. Remembering the history of jyour
own forbearers, it has been a ratural thing for you to provide the members
of ancther minority group with opportunities to make new lives for themselves,
In 80 doing, you have given significance to the dempcratic principles set ;
forth'in the constitution; principles which scme special interest groups
are seeking to destroy, disguising their activities under the name of
patriotism. . o oy £
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The problem of this fractional segment of the nation's populatfon 57
is natieral ¢n scope, and fio one sectlon of the comntry can ghirk its ™~ 1
responsibilities for finding a democratic solution., The people in the
relocation centers cams from the Pacific Coast states. For the time
being, they must live outside the area vhich they used to call home.
Many of them undoubtedly will remain sutaide, either in the places where

they resettle first, or in other places which look more attractive, .-

In & country as large, as rich in resources &nd epportunities, and
as populous as the United States, there is no logical reason why the
115,000 people who were evacuated from their homes in the Pacific Coast
ares cannot be absorbed into the national life in such a vay that their
abilities may be used and that the pecple becoms inconspicuous individuals
rather than members of a problem group. It would seem to be in the
national interest and in the interest of the people of Japanese descent
themselves to spread out more widely than they have done in the past,
and to avold the re-establishment of the compact comminities which were
common in the Pacific Coast area before evacuation.

Most of the people still look upon the liast Coast as home, lost
of them hope-and expect to return home vhen the military situation becomes
such that exclusion is no longer necessary. hen that time comes, edther
during the war or at its end, there can be no question that the evacuated
people should have the right to go back to their former homes 1f they

choose to do 59,

I mentisn this beeause there are groups on the West Coast who have
been campaipning for months to stir up sentiment to keep the evacuces R
permanan excluded frem their former homes. The plague of intolerance
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“their son and brother. The packages had a long way 1o 0. In February
they came back, bearing the stamped word "Deceased," Masuyoshl Uigagi
‘had died in Ttaly where he was a sergeant in the Fifth Amy. .

which they have fostered has spread into other areas; well organized efforts. -
undoubtedly will be made to spread it still further. The efforts will be .
earefully disguised in the closk of patrictism, What:preportion of the
people will bé affected by this campaign of bate propoganda I won't attempt
to predict, I find it hard to believe that the American people will tolerate
for very long the fostering of hatred for fellow Asericans and the :
destruction of American ideals when their sons are giving their lives to
protect those ideals. : ; 5

- T think it is important for all of ‘us to remember that seweral
thousand boys, wearing the uniform of the United States Army have Japanese
names and faces. As one of them put it, "It ilsn't the slant of a man's
eyes that' countsi the lmportant thing-is the slant of his heart,”

There can be little question about the slant of the heart of
Sergeant Komoto, who recently visited his family at ‘one of the relocation
centera in Arizona. He was on leave from an Army hospital recovering -
from wounds inflicted By an epemy machine gun, He wears the Purple Heart,
America's oldest military award, The Miyagi family at the Gile River
relocation center wrapped their Christmas packages early last fall for

For more than a year after the cutbreak of war, American boys of
Japanese descent were not accepted in the United States Army. In
January, 1943, the Army announced that they would be addepted on a
voluntary basis, and hundreds of them volunteered from fhe Relocation
Centers. A few weeks ago involumtary induction threugh Selective Service
was announced by the War Department and already several hundred young

Americans whose homes are in the relecation centers have taken their
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- physical examinations and will be inducted as their turn comes, The A

nation 1s asking them to fight. 5o it len't out of order ta ask "Have
we given-them scmething to fight for?" Is the foremost democracy of

the world going to ask them to fight for the.privilege of being dis-
eriminated against in such things as selecting a place to live or a line
of work to follow? I cannot believe such a situstion will exist for very
long. It 18 going to be difficult to justify denying the wives, children
and parents of one group of soldiers the rights which are accorded the
wives, children and parents of all other soldiers. ;

~ We need to keep in mind that any such restoration of rights will be
opposed, for the American principles of freedom and ecuality have enemies
at home, just as certainly as they have snezies abroad. Those enemies need
to be recognized, met, and conquered, : .

I firmly believe that to the great majority of Americans, this
nation is truly the land of the free and that most of us are willing to
make a sincere ef{ort tb keep it =0 regardless of race, creed or ancestry.
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