Speech, Obligations of Our Heritage, by Dillon S. Myer to the Rotary
Club of Lawrence, Kansas, October 18, 1943. Papers of Dillon S.
Myer.
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OBLIGATIONS OF OUR HERLTAGE ‘
#mkhrrﬂ:ﬂunﬁ.ﬂru,MrnfthlﬁrRﬂomﬁm T
Autherity, to be given before the Rotary Club of Lawrence, Kansas,
and broadcast over Station WREN, Lewrence, Kansas, Monday, ;
October 18, 1943.
An important part of the history of a nation.is made up of the
things that happen to its peopls in time of war. This is particularly
true of & democratic naticn-—which assumes the leadership among the
states of the world in espousing the cause of freedom, of justice, and
tolerance—-—a natien which takes up arms against the nggressors who ,. :
have prated of racial supsriority—-end who have oppressed minority | < o !
groups because of color or ancestry. o |
As & ration which has drawn ita people from almost every

il

country in the world-—we are being watched by cur mother countries,
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to see how we congduct curselves in time of war. Not alone how we ,5
deal with cur enemies in battle—-but how we deal with our own people :
&t home,

It was & matter of no small significance when the military
situation in March, 1942, led irmy officials fo order that all perscns
of Japanese ancestry be excluded from the strategic military aree of
the Pacific Cosst, Such a move might have meant that the goverrment
of the United States was tnrnij'lg‘ its back on its fundamental principles.
The exclusion order meant that some 115,000 pecple had to leave their |
homes and their ways of mking @ living. & few thousand moved quieckly—
and of their own accord—but most &f those remaining had no place to
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go. S50 they were removed in an crderly manner, under protection of
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the Army,--—about 110,000 of them—-and for more than a year—most of
them have been living in relocation centers, under the supervision of
the War Relocation Awthority, an agency of the govermment which was
greated to relleve the Army of the task of caring for these dislocated
civilians-——of feeding and housing them——seeing that .thr children
recaived proper education——that thelir health was protected.

Two 'H:drdu of the evacuated people were American citizens—by

Pa TS
reascn of their birth in the United Statea., At the outbreak of m,&{'..- caal
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intelligence agencies had apprehended the aliens who were mpumﬁ\_ﬂ:" b

of being dangerous in any way-—and those remaining were and are free
of any charge, They ware not prisoners--—they were not internees.

They were housed in new communities called relocation centers.
Ten new 'communi tias---gurrounded with wire fencing—and guarded by

military police. At the tise, these military guards were necessary, not
to confine the evacuees so much as to motect them, because they were

suspeotad by almost everyone and their status was understood by only

a few. The fact that they hdbmmwad!mthairh_mainthn

coastal areas automatically branded them; the fact that they ware

housed in cantomments which were regisented in their appearance added

further to the stigea; and above all=—1thelr Japanegse ancestry zade

the average person regard the anmt;d people as objects of suapleion.

I describe these attitudes in the past temse—but they still exist.
Thers were many reascns why the responsible military authorities

decided on wholesale evacuation of people of Japanese ancestry. Tet—
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the facl remained that here was ono group of people singled out
nacaunge of thelr ancesiry, aod because they lived in an important
strategie sone-—=to have their perscnal rights severel, restricted-—
wrile Gerpan end Itelian peopie in the samo ares wers untouched—-—
and waile othor peopls of Jupanese _annua-tr;;in other parta of the
pountry were mot lnterferad with in any way.

Lat ue adalt that in carryling on a war affert, it 1s not
possible for the sacrificcs to be sharec wilh perfect equality. The
gold stars which are eppearing cn service flags in homes over 'r.ha

land bear mite seatimony to that fact, The evacueas—-aliens and

eitigens allqe===racogrized that thay might te asked to maxe a.'.;r-aatar_: e
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sacrdf e8 than Some other proups, and they scoepted evacuation a5 onf*' o

way in which they could help their government win Lhe war. -
But onoe the evacuatlon was accomplished, toe situatlon changed,
There was—end there i6—no ethicsdl cr lepal justification for detaining
loyal Ameriein cltizens and lmwr abiding aliens any longer than 1s
required = move thom tack imto the productive life of tha mation—
and with the same righ=a, privileges, smd respenslbilities which &ra
appcrced to olher residents of the metian. On the basls of this
concept, & littls more than & yesr age, the War Relocaticn Authord by
eatablizhed procedures which would permit cvacuees who are Jmerican
in tamir loyalties to leave the relocation certersa.
We recopnized from the start that there were some of the
" svacuess who ghould not be accorded the privilepgs of laaving the
pemters., Each M hed to be handled individeally, in the 1ight of
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all the available information. Our own information mmuﬁq the
evacuess had to be developed, and information available from the
intelligence agencies was taken into account in considering the
case of sach person who applied for leave.

Recently & major move of fesidents of the relocation centers .
was undertaken—in fact it was completed just g week ago today.
Persons who are not eligible to leave the relocation centers have
been moved to one center, in northern California, where they will
1live for an indefinite period, inder—eSomrymar without the
privilege of lsaving to live elsevhere in the United States. The
residents of all the other relocation centers, except for a relatively
small mmber of individuals whose cases are not yet declded, are now
eligible to leave the relocation centers to live wherever they like
outside the Pacific Coast zome of exclusion—-if they can support (v ¢
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themsalves and if communities will accept thesm. =y

&
The completion of this segregation process is the S L.
of plans laid many months ago—--plans which were started almost
immediately after we had gathered emough information to make it
possible to make well founded decisions a& to which of the evacuees
should be granted permission to leave.
There were many reasons for carrying on such & program of
segregation-—not the least of which was that we believe it will do
much to further the major cbjective of the War Relocation Authority—
namely -the relocation of the great majority of the 70,000 evacuses who
are still in the relocation centers but are elligible to leave.



About .El,nﬂn have left the relocation centers in the past
year-—most of them permenently. It is not possible to predict
with accuracy how =any of those remaining will find it feasible to
leave during the war period. We are not going to resort to coercive
I measures to accomplish relocation—-but we plan to spare no offort
in encouraging the eligible evacuees to leave the relocation centers—
and to vesume life in norsal commundties.

. There is no doubt in cur minds that some persuading will be
necessary———Lor the events of the.past year m:l a half have caunsed
many of the evacuess to be uncertain of their future sutslda the
certers; many of them feel that they are too old to make the adjust-
sent to new jobs and new commrdties, A great many were substantial
business men or farmars---and the prospect of working for somecne
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alse does not have much appeal to them. In the past year, too, many f"' savaii
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of the families have beccme adjusted to living in the relocation
centers——=-g5o0 they are fa.irl:p; eemfortable and a relocation centar
feels like home. It isn't possible to generalize with accuracy about
the attitudes of the evacuees toward relocation, but the next bdg
task to which the War Helocation Authority is addressing itself is
to show the evacuses that the great majority of them can support
themselves and their femilies——and that they will be better off
oputside the relocation centers.

There are many reasons why we have made this our major
objective. Foy ome thing, operating the relocation centers is ap

added burden to the taxpeyers—which means all of us, Amother
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consideration, there is manpower in the relocation centers which can
make a much greater comtribution to the war effort if it is outside.
There are thousands of children in the relocation osmters; all

of them are jmerican d.um;_th-;rm;.unh-u:umirum.

It is important to them-—their parents—and to the nation that they
grow up 88 typically American children. Their isericanizatlon can

take place mich more rapidly and positively outside a relocation

center than inaldas.

' But perhaps the most important reascn for encouraging relocation—
and grm eliminating the relocation centers,ls the fact that it

18 in no way consistent with American principlegor the American
constitution for a group of pecple to be required to live in isclatien—-
simply because of their ancestry. The more speedily the relocatisn
centers can be emptied-—and the loyal American citizens and law abiding
aliens in them can be returned to ulf support—-and self respoct-—

the quicker our nation will be living up to the objectives for which

we are [ighting.

Americans of Japanese ancestry are dolng their part in the N ok

fighting, as has been reported rnmu&l;f. & unit ni‘ Asarican soldiers
of Japanese ancestry are in the front lines today as the Allied forces
‘are driving the Qermans up the I-hll.nnph:lmnhwdnmi Hot many
months ago an American sergeant whose parents were bom in Japan was
one of an American bomber crew presented to the King and Queen of
England. Recently an elderly Japanese couple in one of the relocation
centers in Arisona received a letter from thelr son—an American
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eoldier in the South Pacific. He wrote the letter from a hospital
bed-—Just after an American ﬂf_fiﬁl'hldrd.nnidmhinﬂﬂﬂrdiru.f
the Purpla Heart———America's award of honor to her wounded soldiers.
Bundreds of Americans of Japanese ancestry have wolunteered .
for service in the Army; because volunteering at present is the only
form of induction open to them, I can't help expressing the hope
that in the near future this group of young men may be
treated like all others, and made unmcﬁm into the
arzed forces through Selectlve Service.
Recogniszing that evacuation was born of military necessity,
the fact remains that unless its effect is overcome we shall have
viclated the obligations of our American heritage. It stands today
as a challenge on the home front as real as any challenge on the _ Al
pattle fromt. If we fail to meet it—<by restoring the full rights ta.
American citizens and law ablding sllens among the evacuses—wa
shall leave a blot which cannot be covered by an infinite mmber of
military victories., On the other hand—-if before the war ends—
this element of our population can be freed from discriminations and
restored to self support and self respact-—blem the victory of our
armed forces, fighting in the name of democragy, will have real meaning.
The responsible agencles of the government, including the War
Relocation Authority, will do all within their power to bring about
this restoration——-but it also must have the support of the American

public a8 a whole.



