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EVIDENCES OF AMERICANIEM AMONG JAPANESE-AMERTOARS

Etatement by Ddllon 8. Myer, Director of the War
Relosation Authority

In view of the fact thet the Jepanese side of Japensse=Asericen 1ifs has
been so strongly emphesized during recent weeks, I believe that, in the intersst
of Talrness and scourscy, some attention should be drewn to svidences of Ameri-

canliem among the Jepenesss-American pecple.

Of the 110,000 peopls of Japaness descemt who were evecuated last year
from the Pacific Cosst militery area, approximately 70,000 were born in the
United States and are Americean citizens. Roughly 72 percent of this group have
naver even seen Japan., They have attended Ameriocan public schools end have Pl [
been aubjected to all the othar Americanizing influencss thet operste con- QT
stantly in any Americen cosmunity.
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More than 8,000 Americen gitizens of Japaness ancestry == approximstely
half of them volunteers =- are now serving in the United Stmtes Army. Some are
in service overseas and thrse have alreedy besn cited for bravery in mctlon.
One is serving es a turret gunnar in Liberator engaged in bombing cparations

over the Contiment of Europe.

Over 1,200 of these scldiers volunteered for service behind the wire en-
¢losures of relccation centers. As s result, the centars today contain lergs
pumbars of service flags end other evidences of ties with the Army. Uen in-
uniform are frequent visltors at the centers and arrcngements for entertain-
ing them are part of the regulsr cecmunity activities program.

There are many other evidences of Americenism smong these people both
in the relocation centers and in normal communities throughout the country.
At all centers, treining in Americsn idesls and Americen institutions is part
of the reguler school program just as it is in public schools cutside. Formal
flag reising end the pledge of alleglance are a regular cersmony in most of
the center sochools. Fractically sll nstional orgenizations for young people —-
such as the Boy Secouts, Girl Becouts, 4-H Clubs, YMCOA, YWOA, end Junior Red Cross
== have soctive programs at the centers snd many thousands of members. Boy
Seouts alonme number several thousand, ?

Outzide the relocetion centers, the thousands of Japenese-Americens —
1nn1uding both those who have left the centers on leave and those who wera
never svecuated =- are displaying their patriotism in the same ways as other
eivilian Americens. They are buying war bonds snd stazmps, denating money and
blood to the Red Cross, and participating in salvege cempelgns. Several hun-
dred are serving effectively in the intelligence btranch of the United States
frmy. Others are serving as language instructors, helping to trein intelli-
gence offlcers for the Army and Mavy. £till others are working as translators
with the Oversess Eranch of the Office of %ar Information. Many are employed
&8s carpenters, machinists, welders, snd in other jobs essential to war production.
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