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PRESIDENT TRUMAN'S TNAUSURATION.
JANUAEY 20, 1949.

m January 8, 1949 I recelved s letter from Foger Sermon telling me
that Captain Truman had issued an invitatlon to gll of his former
buddies of Battery "D 12£9th Field artillery to be his personal
guests at his Inauguration as President of the Tnited States on
January 20, 1849,

when I recelved this invitation I was setting up a new mine
near Lenzburg and Mom was living in Morris, Illinois as I only
axpected to be away for two weeks.I called her and told her about the
invitation and she thought I should go. I had another reason for golng
as Lynn was a Captain in the iir Force and was stationed in the Pentagon
and was living in Alexandria and I would be able to visit with Lynn
Alice and the three youngsters.

I went into St. Louls and met the gang that had a speclsl
oullman reserved for the trip.We left St.Louls on Januery l8th and
arrived in Washington D.C. early on the 19th. We were met by Chree
Havy bussed end taken to the Hamilton Hotel.These busses were to stay
with us for three days and hauled us on ell our trips. after arriving
at the hotel we received our caps, canes,arm bands and & copy of our
tqeneral Orderst,.These orders gave us a very detalled outline or our
schedule for our three days in Washington.Most of the men stayed at this
hotel but I planned on spending my spare time with Lynn and his family
so d&d not register in there. After getting our orders Father Tiernan
took most of the men to a ¥ass before lunch.

ifter lunch we were taken to the ballroom of the Shoreman
Hotel where Governor Smith, of Missourl, had arranged a spacial reception
for Truman and members of Battery "Dn. I might add here that at all
the receptions,specisl events, ete. our gang was in the fromt row with
the cholce seats. We were really 'speclal guests’.

ifter dinner we were driveb to the Armory for the Gala
show. The program will show what great talent was made avallable for
this event and of ecourse we were up in front. Look thls program aver
and see how good the show was,

on Thursday,Janusry 20th, (Inaugurstion Day) we met in the
Nayfalr Hotel for a B:50 breskiast and a real bull session that ran
for about three hours.We were then taken to the Capitol Building to our
speclal seats in front of the Inauguration stand where we waifched the
taking of the oath of office as Presldent and then listened to the
Address by Truman.,

After the Inauguration ceremonies were over we went %o our
sssigned place as Honor Guard for the President for the parace from
the Capitol Bullding to the White House, After we passed the reviewing
stand in front of the White House we dropped out and went to our seats
infront of the stend.We wathhed the floats, marching bands and service
units pass in review and then had to leave at 4:30 and go back ta the
hotel.

At B:00 P.N. we were taken to the Mational Art Gallery for
the big reception for President Truman. This one was for the YIpas
from &1l over the world.The big shots from the foreizn countrles were
there with their medals, ribbons, uniforms, ete.luring a bull session
the night before someone asked if we were supposec to wear tuxedos &s
we ¥new thls was & very formal affalr.Most of us were there with our
one every day sult so tuxeds weére in order we would have to rent one.

ne of the men suggested that we find cut from Truman what we were
expected to Wear.



We sent & man up to find out and he came back with word from
the President.He did'nt care what we wore as long as we came with
shoes on. You can imagine how a bunch of farmers,miners,small
merchants,school teachers, etc. looked marching down the alsle
between these VIP's in our "business™ sults.We had the front two
rows roped off s our specisl section.
At 6:80 most of the menm went back to the hotel for dinner but
Lynn was walting for me so I went out for another short visit.Lynon
brought me back in to the Armory at 9:20 P.M, for the Inaugural
Ball.T asked Lynn to walt as I did not expect to stay very long.l
had one dance with Starr and watched the crowd for awhile and
then slipped away. I learned later that I could have sold my ticket
for a large sum as there were only 18,000 given out far the entire
country and scalpers were dolng a good business,
on Friday, January 21lst, we met at the hotel and were taken on
an escorted trip to Mt. Vernon, Alexandria,thru the Fmbassy cres in
washington D.C. and thru several of the prominent bulldings in and
around the Capitol area.We returned at 3:30 with two more receptions
oh our schedule, One at 5:00 in the Wardman Park Hotel gilven by
Seeretary Snyder and one at 6:15 in the Shoreman Hotel given by
Genator Howard MeOrath for Truman and guests. I -passed up both of
these and went out to Lynn's, Lynn brought me back to tha Union in
time for our 1l0:55 P¥., departure for home.This was certainly a fine
three days and one that I will remember for a long time.I do not know
how history will treat our Ceptain but I do lmow that a3 a man he
is certainly a man of courage and a "Sguare Shooter™,
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Just & short summary ol events that happened in later years.
Many of the old Battery members were glven political jobs or helped
in various ways but I had a good job with a ccal company with a
promisling future so was bot Interested in a job. However, T did call
for help twlce,

The first time to get our tipple superintendent deffered as an
essentlal man in an esszeantlal industry. The letter and reply are on
anather page.

The second time was when Lynn was on his way to the Philippine
Islands with Alice and family and was detained in San Francisco.This
letter and reply are shown on another page.
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On Hovember &, 195E members of Battery "I* met with the President
in the Muehlebach Hotel in Kunsas Clty for a tfarewell supper! befare
he left office in Junuary.The pictures will tell most of the story.
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On April 15,1961 Mom and I were invited to attend the dedication
ceremonies for the opening of the Truman Library in Independence,
Missourl.We took my sister Harrlette and her husband Foy as our
guests.Chlel Justice Warren gave the address and Thomas Hart Bentonm,
artist, uncovered his beautiful mural.
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Mom and I had & short letter of congratulations from Captain

Truman on our 50th wedding annlversary on Cecember 20, 1967,
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