Narrative of the Great War Experience
For Grades 11-12, adaptable to 8-12.

Students will research through the use of primary source documents the lives of different segments of societies in WWI, and create a fictional narrative based on this study, to illustrate their understanding of the material.  

Rationale:  The goal of this lesson is to give students a deeper understanding of diversity in WWI, and personalize the war; to bring home the humanity, through the use of primary resources.  
Required time frame:  2-3 weeks.  Integrated into an overall study of the Great War, the research and writing should be given time to show depth and understanding.  Research can be done outside of the classroom allowing for studies to continue.

This project was inspired by the collection at the Liberty Memorial.

Objectives  The student will be able to:

· Recognize a primary resource and analyze its resources.
· Create a new document based on the use of other documents.

· Recognize the different players in the First World War, and their unique roles.

Local Standards:

Secondary Materials:  Textbook, histories of the period and the war. 
Primary Sources:  Veteran’s History Project website, Mammoth Book of the First World War, 

and other sources that can be located both at the local library as well as online.  Wartime inspired poetry, literature, and memoirs can be a great source for inspiration, but may take more time to dissect.  
The Project:

After a brief introduction to the war, and the participants in it, students will be introduced to this project.  Students will be given an opportunity to choose a character, to take on said persona.  They will choose between the following:
Young male, age 17, white, American born

Young male, age 19, black, American born

Young male, age 20, white, European born, immigrant to the U.S. (choose country of origin)

Young female, age 19, American or French

Older male, age 33, German/Austrian/Russian/etc.

Female, age 33, black, American born

Female, age 27, German/Russian

Male, age 17, Mexican, riding with Pancho Villa in 1915-1916
Assignment:  Using primary sources, students will investigate the lives of real persons who fit the details of their category.  Students will keep two separate DOCUMENTS:  A research diary, in which they record data, details, and resources pertinent to their research.  Emphasis should be placed on finding information that pertains distinctly to the role they are playing.  For instance, if the student chooses to be a German male, look for statements about German feelings toward the war and the Kaiser.  Stress what makes this persons experience unique.  Also, they will record questions that arise, words or concepts they don’t understand, excerpts that they feel appropriate, and begin to flesh out their character.  In the other, they will create a document (a diary, a journal, etc.) to illustrate a fictional experience.  This will be a work of fiction, but will show the progression of understanding.  Students may visit the NWWI Museum to get a deeper understanding of the humanness of their character.  If the students visit the museum, have them look for representations of their persona around the museum.   
The student will need to have some research done before they can begin their personal documentation (their story creation).  This document can be used as an assessment of the research, at the instructor’s discretion.  Students should give a citation for their sources of information, should they choose to follow up for more information.  A minimum of four sources should be allowed, to fully flush out the character.
Assessment-  Did student keep a research journal?


Did the student use more than four sources to gain knowledge on their character?

Did the student create a fictional character based on that journal?

Does the Character portray a general understanding of the reality?

Does the journal/diary reflect reality of the person?

Are there historical errors?  Can the student justify them through their research? 

