World War I Lesson Plan

Teacher Name _Diane R. Elliott_ Grade level(s) 12 Course US History 102 (UMKC dual credit)
Describe the classroom or homework activity to be performed (individual assignment, cooperative learning, cross curricular, technology based, using artifacts and/or primary sources, etc.)
  Students will read letters written by Capt. Harry S. Truman from France to his fiancée Bess Wallace and his cousins Mary Ethel and Nellie Noland and compare them to accounts of the experiences of his division (35th) during WWI.
Rationale (why are you doing this?) 
 Students will gain experience in working with primary sources, in deductive reasoning, and in writing analytical essays.
Required time frame:   3-4 class periods
From where in this WW I conference did you get the idea for this activity or assignment (speaker, document, photograph, activity, audio recording, other)?
 Letters on the Truman Library website, the “Dear Bess” letters, and Professor Kirdendall’s essay and comments.
Lesson objectives – the student will:

· be able to describe a primary source.
· compare and contrast in an essay.
· explain Truman’s attitude toward (1) women and (2) duty to one’s country.
District, state, or national performance and knowledge standards/goals/skills met (be specific when referencing):
· MO Social Studies (9-12) GLE 7 (Knowledge of the use of tools of social science inquiry.) B. Selecting and analyzing primary/secondary sources. D. Interpreting various social studies resources.
Secondary materials (book, article, video documentary, etc.) needed – cite title and other detailed information:
· Robert Ferrell. The Collapse at Meuse-Argonne (2004)
· Richard L. Miller, “Harry S. Truman, Cannoneer” in Army: The Magazine of Landpower, May 1984.
· Richard S. Kirkendall, “Harry Truman: One Man’s Experiences in the Great War and How They Shaped Him” (2007)
Primary sources (document, photograph, artifact, diary or letter, audio or visual recording, etc.) needed – cite detailed information:

· Dear Bess: Letters from Harry S. Truman (Ferrell, ed.)
· Letters to Noland cousins from Truman Library website (http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/ww1/)
· Chronological record of 129th Field Artillery from Truman Library website
(http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/ww1/129chronology.shtml)
Technology required:   computer with Internet  
Fully describe the activity or assignment in detail. What will both you and the students do? 
_Following the WWI reading assignment and lecture, students will go to the computer lab and go to the Truman Library website to read the letters to Bess and the Nolands. They will be given a reference folder containing a map of France and any other helpful documents. Students are to write an analytical essay in which they address the following questions:  (1) Did Harry give his “special women” an accurate picture of what he and his troops were doing in France, or did he sugarcoat it for them?__(2) What do these letters tell us about his relationships with women? (3) How do you think that Truman’s military training and experience helped to shape his character? (If possible, the students will visit the World War I Museum in Kansas City prior to beginning this unit.)
Assessment: fully explain your assessment method in detail or create and attach your scoring guide:
Students will write a 250-word essay addressing the above three questions. The essay is worth 60 points (20 for each question). In order to earn the full 60 points, the student must give at least three specific examples supporting the answers to each question and use a compare/contrast form of analysis for #1. Points will be deducted for omissions.
