Analysis of Popular Culture
Instructions

Purpose:  The purposes of the exercise are to give you practice in

· Thinking like a historian

· Using historians’ methodology to analyze something

· Using your knowledge about the time period and a secondary work to explain the context or significance of your findings.

· Writing up your findings in a polished, convincing and correct paper.

Task:  Your job in this exercise is to 

· Work in a team to group examples of pop culture in categories based on their shared characteristics.

· Work as an individual to find at least one secondary work that shows why your categories make sense

· Work as an individual to write up your findings in a paper that correctly cites all of your sources.

Procedure:
1. Guided Practice:  Your teacher will show you how historians do this task by giving you an illustrated lecture that groups WWI propaganda posters according to how they used images of women.

2. Check for Understanding:  Make sure everyone understands what these terms mean:  popular culture; salient; characterize; categorize; context; secondary source; primary source; artifact; genre.
3. Form a team of no more than 3 students.  Every team will need a recorder, a presenter, and a fact-finder.  Each team will be given a packet that contains reproductions of a genre of American popular culture from 1914-1919.  As a team, identify and record the salient characteristics of the artifacts.  You might ask questions like, “How are images of animals used?”  or “Is combat depicted realistically or mythologically?”  “What actions does the artifact expect from the ‘consumer’?”
4. As an individual, write a 3-5 page paper that follows the accompanying rubric by

a. Reporting your team’s findings

b. Explaining either the historical context or the historical significance for the characteristics you discerned.  The “Manual for Doing History” should help.

c. Finding a secondary work that validates some or all of your analytical conclusions.

d. Presenting your analysis to the reader convincingly.

e. Correctly citing all your sources using the Turabian or Chicago style.
Paper is due 9/27/07.
